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CIEEM 2026 AUTUMN CONFERENCE PROGRAMME  

DELIVERING ECOSYSTEM SERVICES IN PRACTICE 

TUESDAY 24 NOVEMBER 

08:45 Registration & Tea / Coffee 

SESSION 1. Ecosystem Services, Natural Capital and Strategic Planning 

Chair: Penny Lewns CEcol CEnv MCIEEM, CIEEM President 

09:30 Welcome and Introduction - Penny Lewns CEcol CEnv MCIEEM, CIEEM President 

09:35 Keynote: 
From fences to freedom- a decade of beaver recovery in Cornwall - Cheryl Marriott, 
Director of Nature and People at Cornwall Wildlife Trust 

09:55 Developing an integrated nature and carbon strategy for Oxfordshire - Alison Smith, 
Senior Researcher, Nature Recovery Policy at University of Oxford, Leverhulme Centre for 
Nature Recovery 

10:15 Using science and evidence to change the narrative: the state of Natural Capital Report 
for England 2024, risks to nature and why it matters - Dr Patricia Rice, Principal Specialist, 
Natural Capital at Natural England 

10:35 Panel Q&A with Session 1 speakers 

11:00 Break 

SESSION 2. Landscape Recovery and Habitat Resilience 

Chair: Penny Lewns CEcol CEnv MCIEEM, CIEEM President 

11:30 From satellite to site: an integrated ecosystem services approach to managing a national 
water company estate - Charlotte Johnson MCIEEM, Senior Ecologist at Affinity Water Ltd 
and Jordie Daley, Senior Ecology Solutions Consultant at AiDASH 

11:55 Gwent Levels – a landscape scale carbon storage and sequestration study 
Tomas Russell, GIS Analyst at TACP (UK) Ltd 

12:20 Minding the habitat gap: How species heatmaps can support better ecological decisions 
making and natures recovery – Clare Pinches, Principal Specialist - new trees and 
woodlands at Natural England 



 

12:45 Challenges and opportunities in designing a restoration management plan for a former 
nuclear site - Katie McAfee MSci PISEP ACIEEM, Specialist Environmental Engineer at 
Nuclear Restoration Services and Dr Joseph Franklin CEnv MCIEEM, Technical Director - 
Nature Advisory at WSP 

13:10 Lunch 

SESSION 3.   WORKSHOPS 

14:10 Delegates will be asked to choose workshop choices three weeks before the conference. 

Choose one workshop. 

• Scaling ecosystem services: how spatial resolution shapes evidence, decisions, 
and outcomes - Dr Katie Medcalf CEnv MCIEEM MBSSS MBES, Environment 
Director and Stevan Howe ACIEEM FRGS, Earth Observation Consultant at 
Environment Systems Ltd 

• Beyond biodiversity: monitoring ecosystem services on nature restoration sites - 
Rachel Blount MCIEEM, Landscape Ecologist at Nattergal 

• Weighted overlay mapping to prioritise ecosystem services for the West Midlands 
LNRS - Lucy Murray MCIEEM, Public Sector Lead - Ecology & Biodiversity Team / 
Associate Ecologist at SLR Consulting, Joe O’Reilly CGeog, Principal GIS Consultant – 
Geospatial & Data Solutions at SLR Consulting and Mike Webb MCIEEM CEnv FRSB 
CBiol Senior Natural Capital Programme Manager at West Midlands Combined 
Authority 

• Working with beavers: practical lessons for ecologists and land managers – 
Rebecca Herring & Chris Jones 

• To BNG and beyond! Identifying opportunities for co-benefits between heritage 
and nature recovery - Gemma Woodfall BA PGDip LA CMLI, National Landscape 
Adviser and Erika Diaz Petersen CMLI, Principal National Landscape Adviser at 
Historic England  

15:10 Break 

SESSION 4. Coastal Restoration, Blue Carbon and Marine Innovation 

Chair: Chris Gerrard CENv MCIEEM, CIEEM Vice President (England) 

15:40 Saltmarsh restoration for climate and nature: maximising carbon benefits while 
demonstrating ecosystem value - Professor Nigel Pontee FICE CEng, Global Principal, 
Coastal Planning & Engineering at Jacobs and Visi􀆟ng Professor at the National 
Oceanography Centre 

16:05 Steart Marshes: ecosystem services in action - Josh Butterworth MCIEEM, Senior Ecologist 
at Geckoella Ltd and Alys Laver, Site Manager at Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) Steart 
Marshes 

16:30 Design and deployment considerations of an innovative multi-functional living reef on 
the south coast of England - Glenn Langler MCIEEM CEnv, NbS Lead at JBA Consulting 

16:55 Summary and Close 



 

CONFERENCE DINNER (Ticket to be purchased separately) 

18:30 Drinks Reception 
Sponsored by the Embankment Group 

19:30 Conference Dinner 
Three course dinner featuring guest speaker TBC 
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WEDNESDAY 25 NOVEMBER 

08:45 Registration & Tea / Coffee 

AGM 09:00 – 09:55 

SESSION 5: Nature, Communities and Wellbeing 

Chair: Penny Lewns CEcol CEnv MCIEEM, CIEEM President 

10:05 Nature, health and wellbeing in practice: innovative assessment approach benefitting 
the Sanway Byfleet flood alleviation scheme - Richard Jones BSc MSc MISEP CEnv, 
Principal Consultant at Nature Advisory for Jacobs 

10:30 Connecting communities with nature: delivering health and wellbeing benefits through 
community engagement – Richard Thomas, Group ESG Director at Trustgreen 

10:55 From peripheral to cross-cutting: how an ecosystem services approach has shifted the 
role of environmental professionals in local government - Charlotte Evans MCIEEM, 
Senior Environment Officer at Cornwall Council and Melissa Ralph CMLI, Making Space for 
Nature Manager at Cormac 

11:20 Break 



 

SESSION 6. WORKSHOPS 

CO-CREATING EVIDENCE 

11.50 Delegates will be asked to choose workshop choices three weeks before the conference. 
Choose one workshop.  

• ‘A risk-based approach to natural capital’ - Angharad Morgan ACIEEM, Senior 
Natural Capital Specialist and Dr. Miriam Dobson MCIEEM, Senior Natural Capital 
Specialist at Natural England 

• Working with beavers: practical lessons for ecologists and land managers – Rebecca 
Herring & Chris Jones  

• From ecosystem services to nature-positive cities: a co-design workshop for 
urban rewilding and climate resilience - Dr Alessio Russo, Associate Professor in 
Landscape Architecture at Queensland University of Technology, Australia & Chief 
Investigator at the Centre for Environment and Society 

• Biodiversity net gain: latest policy developments and future directions – Dr Helen 
Fearnley MCIEEM, Biodiversity Net Gain Policy Advisor, Defra 

12:50 Lunch  

SESSION 7: Innovation, Monitoring and Future-Focused Solutions 

Chair: Chris Gerrard CENv MCIEEM, CIEEM Vice President (England) 

13:50 Driving a nature positive transition with ecovoltaic - Paul Leonard Wilkinson MCIEEM 
CEnv, Senior Business Conservation & Ecology Adviser and Samuel Gregory-Manning, 
Senior Policy Officer – Energy at the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

14:15 TBC 

14:40 The green thread: holding ecological intent through the life of development – Mike 
Oxford, Professional Practice Manager at CIEEM  

15:05 Break 

SESSION 8: Putting Nature on the Balance Sheet: Delivering Biodiversity at Scale in the Water 

Sector 

Chair: Penny Lewns CEcol CEnv MCIEEM, CIEEM President 

15:35 Curated session featuring talks hosted by South West Water  

• Ofwat's new biodiversity performance commitment - Eleanor Ward, Biodiversity 
Action Officer for South West Water & Natasha Clarke, Environment Strategy 
Manager at Bristol Water 

• Urban chalk stream river restoration in Andover - Richard Brown ACIEEM, 
Associate Biodiversity Net Gain Consultant at WSP 

• Panel discussion  

16:45 Summary and Close 

 


