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Sponsored by: 

                                                 

FIELDWORK FUTURES: INNOVATIONS IN ECOLOGICAL PRACTICE  
SCOTLAND CONFERENCE PROGRAMME  

29 SEPTEMBER 2026, GLASGOW 

08:45 Registration & Tea/Coffee 

09:20 Welcome and Introduction 

SESSION 1.  Digital Ecology - From Data Capture to Insight – Chair – Julie Bhatti CEnv MCIEEM 

09:30  Keynote: Augmenting Expertise: Integrating AI into Expert-Led Environmental Practice   
John Hynes MCIEEM, MKO Planning and Environmental Consultants 

09:55 QGIS and Fieldwork: A Case Study in Transitioning from Paper to Digital  
Andrew McDonald ACIEEM & Sean Kerr, Land Use Consultants (LUC) 

10:20  
From Data Overload to Data Insight: Digital Solutions for Improved Communication in 
Environmental Impact Assessment for Renewable Energy Developments  
Fiona Miller & Leeanne Haines, Natural Power Consultants 

10:45  
Embracing Innovation; A Consultancy Perspective on the Transition to Modernising 
Data Collection Using Coreo (Natural Apptitude)  
Amy Beckford & Lucy Spencer ACIEEM, JBA Consulting 

11:10 Break 

SESSION 2. Innovations in Field Surveys – Chair - Glenn Norris MCIEEM 

11:40 
A Hierarchical Field Survey Approach to Identify Otter Resting and Breeding Places 
Mel Findlay MCIEEM, Findlay Ecology Services Ltd & Pat White FCIEEM, Edinburgh Napier 
University 

12:05 
Invertebrate Fieldwork in the Modern Day: A Blend of Old School Ecology and New 
Technology  
Chris Cathrine MCIEEM FLS FRES FRSA, RSK Biocensus 

12:30 
Advancing Standards in the Use of Conservation Detection Dogs: Applications, 
Methods, and Pathways to Success 
Louise Wilson, Conservation K9 Consultancy  

12:55 Lunch 



 

2 

SESSION 3. Workshop Sessions 

13:55 

1. R for Ecologists: An Introduction to the Programming Language R for Data Analysis 
and Presentation  
Dr Dan Carpenter CEnv, Keystone Environmental Ltd 

2. Automated Classifiers for Bat-related Sound Analysis - An Appreciation, Sprinkled 
with Caution  
Neil Middleton ACIEEM, BatAbility Courses & Tuition 

3. Is Bioacoustics Technology Ready? Exploring the Challenges, Opportunities, and 
Future of Bioacoustic Monitoring    
Paul Howden-Leach MCIEEM, Wildlife Acoustics 

4. Introduction to QGIS Model Builder: Build a Workflow to Generate the Distance 
Between your Site & Statutory Sites  
Claire Birnie, Maptastic Limited 

14:55 Break  

SESSION 4.   Aerial Monitoring Perspectives - Drones, Thermal Imaging & Remote Sensing 
Chair – Julia McCarthy MCIEEM 

15:25 Eyes in the Night Sky: Practical Lessons from Thermal Drone Bat Emergence Surveys 
Giles Coe MCIEEM, Co-ecology Ltd 

15:40 
Perspective Matters: Novel methods of Surveying Cliff Nesting Seabirds Using UAVs 
James Bunyan MCIEEM, Tracks Ecology Ltd & Grant Humphries, Black Bawks Data Science 
Ltd 

15:55 ObservaTree: 3D Satellite Mapping of Invasive Conifers Across Scottish Peatlands  
Glenn Norris MCIEEM, ScottishPower Renewables & Eleanor Thomson, Gentian 

16:10 Utilising Drones and Machine Learning for Wildlife Management and Conservation  
Ben Harrower, DroneWild and BH Wildlife Consultancy 

16:25 Panel Discussion  

16:40 Summary and Close  

16:50 Post Conference Social - Location TBC 

 

             


