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• Successes - some examples 

• Challenges of implementation - urban 

context 

• Future aspirations - joining it all up



• 4029 applications 
received

• Approx. 3.8% 
applications subject 
to pre-application 
advice

• Majors make up a 
small proportion of 
our casework
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Trees, 1003

Major, 12

Local, 586

Householder, 
1241

Listed Building 
Consent, 1187

Trees Major Local Householder Listed Building Consent

Number of 
applications 
2024 - 2025



NPF4 Policy 3b - Majors

Scottish Government Planning Guidance Biodiversity
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• Must demonstrate significant gain

• Enhancements informed by 
ecological survey

• Use of existing tools or metrics:

▪ Defra Biodiversity Metric

▪ Urban Greening Factor

▪ Malmo Green Points

▪ Building with Nature Standards Framework

Positive 
Effects for 
Biodiversity

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-planning-guidance-biodiversity/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/planning/implementing-london-plan/london-plan-guidance/urban-greening-factor-ugf-guidance
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/planning/implementing-london-plan/london-plan-guidance/urban-greening-factor-ugf-guidance
https://nextcity.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/1701256-Malmoe-Tools-c-Annika-Kruuse.pdf
https://nextcity.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/1701256-Malmoe-Tools-c-Annika-Kruuse.pdf
https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/standards-form
https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/standards-form


Core Principles
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• Apply the mitigation hierarchy

• Consider biodiversity from the outset

• Provide synergies and connectivity for nature

• Integrate nature to deliver multiple benefits

• Prioritise on-site enhancement before off-site delivery

• Take a place-based and inclusive approach

• Ensure long term enhancement is secured

• Additionality

Case-by-case judgement will continue to be required 
by the decision maker on what is appropriate based 

on the circumstances of the individual case



City Plan 2030
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Policy Context

• Env 21 - Protection of Biodiversity 

• Env 37 - Designing in Positive Effects for 
Biodiversity



Edinburgh Design 
Guidance

Edinburgh Design Guidance 7

• Mirrors Scottish Government guidance

• Major developments should use an existing 
metric to demonstrate significant 
enhancement, aiming for 10% or equivalent

• Planning applications should be 
accompanied by:

▪ Ecological survey

▪ Full metric calculations, including habitat 
condition assessments

▪ Site plans with existing biodiversity features 
and location of proposed enhancements

▪ Habitat management plan

Pages 31-34
ity Plan 2030 Policies 
Enhance biodiversity 
through restoring 
degraded habitats, 
creating new habitats, 
and incorporating 
measures to increase 
biodiversity, including 
populations of priority 
species. Env 21 - 
Protection of Biodiversity 
Env 37 - Designing in 
Positive Effects for 
Biodiversity

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/local-development-plan-guidance-1/edinburgh-design-guidance


Defra Metric
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• Developed by Natural England and now 
maintained by Defra

• Calculates before and after biodiversity value 
of a development as biodiversity units

• Maintains mitigation hierarchy 

• Minimum 10% gain required using the metric 
and approval of a net gain plan
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SAICA Development



Building with Nature
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• UK Green Infrastructure benchmark

• Voluntary accreditation scheme that enables developers to 
create places that deliver for people and wildlife

• Divided into 4 themes:

▪ Core standards – distinguishes green infrastructure from a 
more conventional approach to open and green space provision

▪ Wellbeing standards – securing health and wellbeing benefits 
by delivering green infrastructure close to where people live

▪ Water Standards – managing water quantity and quality, whilst 
maximising opportunities for amenity and biodiversity

▪ Wildlife Standards – creating places where nature can flourish, 
both within the site boundary and at a landscape scale
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Meadowbank Masterplan



Metrics  - Pros and Cons
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Pros

• Consistent, transparent 
approach for assessing policy 
compliance

• Clear outputs that are simple to 
understand

• Highlights presence of valuable 
habitats informing site to 
avoid/minimise impacts

• Provides confidence that 
proposed enhancement is 
ecologically beneficial and 
contributes to policy aims

• Indicates whether proposals are 
sufficient to offset biodiversity 
loss and provide enhancement

Cons

• Oversimplification of complex 
ecosystems

• Habitat as a proxy, may not 
protect species

• Requires ecological expertise

• Focus on numerical gains rather 
than nature conservation

• Long term management and 
monitoring required

• Capacity to review metric 
outputs



NPF4 Policy 3c - Locals 

NatureScot- Developing Nature Guidance
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• Proportionate to scale of development

• Developing with Nature Guidance

• Biodiversity Enhancement Plan

Positive 
Effects for 
Biodiversity

https://www.nature.scot/doc/developing-nature-guidance
https://www.nature.scot/doc/developing-nature-guidance
https://www.nature.scot/doc/developing-nature-guidance
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24/03822/FUL 
305 Lanark Road 

Lanark Road 
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Lanark Road 
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Portobello High Street 
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Portobello High 
Street 



Householder 
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• Guidance for Householders p18-19

• https://www.nature.scot/doc/developing-nature-
guidance

• https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/gardening

• https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-
can-do 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/27026/for-householders
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/27026/for-householders
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/gardening
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/gardening
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/gardening
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/gardening
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/gardening
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/gardening
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/gardening
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/gardening
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do
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Mount Lodge Place



Challenges and Opportunities in 
an urban environment
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Challenges

• Constrained sites
• Competing land use 

priorities
• Brownfield land
• Contamination
• Habitat fragmentation
• Structural vs biotic 

diversity
• High population

Opportunities

• Integrating biodiversity 
into plans

• Adopting nature-based 
solutions

• Using local partnerships
• Innovative design 

solutions
• Nature Network to 

strengthen connectivity
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Joining it all up

Key 
Challenges

Climate 
Change

Biodiversity 
loss

Access to 
nature

Inequalities

Legislation/
Policy 

Background

Biodiversity 
Duty

National 
Planning 

Framework 4

Climate 
Change Duty

Scottish 
Biodiversity 

Strategy

Applying 
relevant 

Tools

EBAP 

Biodiversity 
metrics

Species 
conservation and 
Protected Sites

Agri-environment 
schemes

Climate Adaptation 
measures

Natural Capital 
tools

Delivery

Strategic 
solutions 

preventing 
adverse impacts 

on European 
Sites

Development 
and projects 

contributing to 
nature recovery

Sustainable 
Land 

management 
practices

Embedding 
nature in 

placemaking

Nature rich 
spaces 

contribute to 
the Edinburgh 

Nature Network 
and provide 
ecosystem 
services

Climate resilient 
places with 

green and blue 
spaces

More people 
engage with and 
nurture nature

EVIDENCE



Case Study: 
Urban Pollinator Mix

• Collaboration with University of Edinburgh 
and the Urban Pollinators project as part of 
the Edinburgh Living Landscape initiative

• Key aim to improve urban space for 
pollinators, and reverse negative effects of 
urbanisation

• Urban Pollinator mix is a native Scottish 
seed mix specifically created for urban 
environments. Created with Scotia Seeds

• Provides nectar and pollen for as long as 
possible 

• Positive impacts for human health and 
wellbeing

https://impact.ed.ac.uk/research/climate-environmental-crisis/protecting-our-
pollinators/



In Conclusion

• Need good guidance in place.

• Early consideration of biodiversity is 
essential to prevent delays.

• Biodiversity Enhancement should be 
ecologically meaningful and proportionate to 
the scale of development. 

• Expertise within or available to support 
planning officers will ensure good outcomes.  
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Thank you
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