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	Awards 2026

Phil Colebourn Award for Conservation of Irreplaceable Habitat Nomination Form



Irreplaceable habitats are those habitats which take significant time to restore, recreate or replace, often as a result of their age, diversity or uniqueness. This new award, created in memory of CIEEM member and champion of ancient biodiversity-rich habitats, Phil Colebourn, will celebrate projects that have made a well-evidenced contribution to protecting and/or improving an irreplaceable habitat.
For the purposes of this award an irreplaceable habitat is considered to be one of the following:
· ancient woodland 
· ancient and veteran trees 
· blanket bog, raised bogs and other peatland habitats
· limestone pavements 
· coastal sand dunes 
· spartina saltmarsh swards 
· mediterranean saltmarsh scrub 
· lowland fens
However, the judges appreciate that definitions of irreplaceable habitat vary and this list is not exhaustive. Nominators are able to submit projects that cover other habitat types that they consider are irreplaceable, but please include a justification for doing so in your entry.
Criteria
The judges are looking for a project completed in the last 3 years which can demonstrate that it has protected and/or restored one or more irreplaceable habitats. Nominations will be judged against the following criteria: 
· Overall impact, using scientifically sound data to describe the baseline condition of the irreplaceable habitat(s), assessment of the threat, the action(s) identified and implemented, the post-intervention condition, the monitoring and evaluation, and the predicted likely future conservation status of the habitat (50 marks) 
· Strong use of evidence-based decision-making. (30 marks)
· A creative and innovative approach to achieving long term positive outcomes. (20 marks)
At least one CIEEM member must have had a key role in delivering this project. A nominator may or may not be a member of CIEEM.

Nominator
	Full Name:
	

	Membership Number:
(If known)
	

	Email:
	

	Connection to the project:
	

	☐	I declare that to the best of my knowledge the information provided is accurate and complete. The supporting statement at the end of this form has been completed.

	☐	I consent to the project being entered in an alternative category at the judges’ discretion.





Project description 
	Project Name*:
	

	Name of Implementor Organisation(s) / Partnership*:
	

	Email Details for Project Lead**:
	

	Name of CIEEM member in key role  (may or may not be the Nominator)
	



* N.B.: These would be the details that would appear on any certificate/trophy or in any article should the nomination be shortlisted.

** N.B.: This is the individual who will be contacted should the entry be Shortlisted.

N.B: Please ensure that the Supporter has completed their section, which can be found at the end of this application, before submission to CIEEM.



Nominator
Please outline below, with reference to the three award criteria, why this project should receive the Phil Colebourn Award for Conservation of Irreplaceable Habitat. 
You can also compile supporting material for your entry. The additional material must be limited to six pages and can contain no more than three external link and submitted as a single PDF document.
Return your completed nomination form as a word document alongside your 6 page supporting information as a single PDF document and three high quality photos for use in the Awards presentation and booklet to awards@cieem.net.
Your nomination text and supporting information will be the only pieces of information that the judges use in their shortlisting.  Please be as specific and evidence based as possible when making the case for your project and be sure to address all the award criteria.   
  
Please provide a brief description in no more than 100 words of the project. Include the date in years that work was undertaken, the objectives of the project and the stakeholders involved.

	



The number of words in the following 3 boxes combined, should total no more than 1,000.

Please describe the project’s overall impact, including how you have used scientifically sound data to describe the baseline condition of the irreplaceable habitat(s) and how you have assessed the threat. Please also describe the actions you identified and implemented and the post-intervention condition. Please describe the approach to monitoring and evaluation and predict the likely future conservation status of the habitat (50 marks) 
Project description and impact: 50 points.
	



Please describe how you have used evidence to support and frame the project and maximise the likelihood of successful outcomes

Evidence-based decision-making: 30 points.
	



Please describe how you your project demonstrates creativity and/or innovation in the approach.

Project demonstrates creativity and innovation. 20 points.
	







Supporter

	Full Name:
	

	Membership Number:
(If applicable)
	

	Organisation:
	

	Email:
	

	☐	I have completed the supporting statement and declare that to the best of my knowledge the information provided is accurate and complete. I have not worked directly on the project.




Please summarise the impact of the project against the award criteria in no more than 500 words. The judges are looking for evidence of the project’s merits and achievements. If you are only able to provide a professional opinion about the project, please ensure this is relevant to the nomination and supported with a coherent explanation as to why you think it deserves the award.

	























Please email this entry form and your supporting information and three photos for use in the Awards presentation and booklet if shortlisted to awards@cieem.net by the closing date of 10th March 2026.

All nomination forms will be reviewed by CIEEM once the deadline has passed, before being forwarded to the judging panel for assessment. The shortlist will be announced in April 2026 on our website. If you have any queries, please email or call 01962 868626.


	Nomination Check List

	Project and organisations/partners nominated for the award have been spell checked. 
N.B. These are the details that will appear on any certificate/trophy should the project be shortlisted.
	

	Brief description of project completed.
	

	Ensure 3 criteria boxes are completed, clearly explaining how the project meets the criteria.
	

	Supporter information and statement completed.
	

	Ensure any photos, maps, graphs and diagrams are only included within your six-page supporting info PDF and not in the nomination form. 
N.B. Failure to comply with this may result in your nomination becoming ineligible.
	

	Ensure your nomination form is submitted as a Word document. 
	

	Send three high quality photos alongside your nomination form and supporting information for use in the Awards presentation and booklet if shortlisted.
	




image1.jpeg
CIEEM




