Letter Templates

Template 1: For Labour MPs
Subject: Biodiversity Net Gain 
Dear [insert MP name],
[bookmark: _Hlk215485587]As your constituent and a member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM), I am writing to ask you to use your influence to stop the Government catastrophically eviscerating biodiversity net gain (BNG) policy.
Nature is in trouble and that is bad news for the economy and for health and wellbeing.  Ground-breaking approaches such as mandatory BNG, which was legislated for in the 2021 Environment Act, have the potential to turn the tide on nature recovery and deliver tangible benefits to local communities.
Mandatory BNG, which requires developers to deliver at least 10% more biodiversity through their schemes than is lost due to the development, was introduced in 2023. Most experts agree that it has the potential to be transformative in terms of nature recovery but that it has undoubtedly been problematic for developers of smaller sites. Fortunately, many of the initial problems have or are being resolved. But there is one key issue on which the Government is due to make a decision imminently and for which we need your help.
Under the current rules, only self-build developments and those less than 25m2 are exempt from the requirement to deliver BNG (the de minimis area). This area is far too small and unfairly disadvantages homeowners and even the smallest developments. In response to a Government consultation earlier this year, most stakeholders and experts supported increasing the exemption area to 0.1 ha. This would mean that 66% of developments currently covered by mandatory BNG would now become exempt from the requirement.
This is a sensible and pragmatic approach that genuinely helps homeowners and smaller developers yet does not seriously undermine efforts to restore and recover nature. It is a win-win for nature and development.
However, the Government is proposing to extend the de minimis boundary to 0.5 ha. This means that 97% of development sites would no longer be subject to mandatory BNG. This is, quite simply, eviscerating the policy, would wipe £50 million from the private nature investment market in a stroke and be devastating for nature recovery.
I am urging you to do whatever you can to influence the Government to be true to its commitment to nature recovery and to change the de minimis to 0.1 ha and not 0.5 ha. Otherwise mandatory BNG will quite simply fail.
Thank you 
Yours sincerely,
[Your name]
[Your address]



Template 2: For MPs from other parties
Subject: Biodiversity Net Gain
Dear [insert MP name],
As your constituent and a member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM), I am writing to ask you to use your influence to stop the Government catastrophically eviscerating biodiversity net gain (BNG) policy.
Nature is in trouble and that is bad news for the economy and for health and wellbeing.  Ground-breaking approaches such as mandatory BNG, which was legislated for in the 2021 Environment Act, have the potential to turn the tide on nature recovery and deliver tangible benefits to local communities.
Mandatory BNG, which requires developers to deliver at least 10% more biodiversity through their schemes than is lost due to the development, was introduced in 2023. Most experts agree that it has the potential to be transformative in terms of nature recovery but that it has undoubtedly been problematic for developers of smaller sites. Fortunately, many of the initial problems have, or are, being resolved. But there is one key issue on which the Government is due to make a decision imminently and for which we need your help.
Under the current rules, only self-build developments and those less than 25m2 are exempt from the requirement to deliver BNG (the de minimis area). This area is far too small and unfairly disadvantages homeowners and even the smallest developments. In response to a Government consultation earlier this year, most stakeholders and experts supported increasing the exemption area to 0.1 ha. This would mean that 66% of developments currently covered by mandatory BNG would now become exempt from the requirement.
This is a sensible and pragmatic approach that genuinely helps homeowners and smaller developers yet does not seriously undermine efforts to restore and recover nature. It is a win-win for nature and development.
However, the Government is proposing to extend the de minimis boundary to 0.5 ha. This means that 97% of development sites would no longer be subject to mandatory BNG. This is, quite simply, eviscerating the policy, would wipe £50 million from the private nature investment market in a stroke and be devastating for nature recovery.
I am urging you to do whatever you can to challenge the Government’s short-sighted approach and advocate for changing the de minimis to 0.1 ha and not 0.5 ha. Otherwise mandatory BNG will quite simply fail and be another example of the Government’s disregard for scientific evidence and lack of commitment to the natural environment.
Thank you 
Yours sincerely,
[Your name]
[Your address]


