Letter Templates

Template 1: For Labour MPs
Subject: Please support Amendment 130 to the Planning and Infrastructure Bill
Dear [insert MP name],
As your constituent and a member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM), I am writing to ask you to support Amendment 130 when the Planning and Infrastructure Bill returns to the House of Commons.
Amendment 130 was tabled with cross-party support and passed decisively in the House of Lords by 258 votes to 139. This strong and broad consensus reflects recognition across the political spectrum that this change is both necessary and proportionate.
The amendment ensures that Environmental Delivery Plans (EDPs), a new mechanism introduced in Part 3 of the Bill and intended to help developers manage the ecological impacts of their schemes, are used only for tackling those environmental impacts that need a strategic approach – such as nutrient pollution, air quality and water management – rather than extending enabling harm to protected species or the direct destruction of the habitats of protected sites. This is a sensible, science-based and balanced approach that experienced professionals such as myself believe will effectively and genuinely support both development and nature recovery.
Without this amendment, the Bill would allow inappropriate bypassing of established environmental safeguards and cause avoidable harm to our local wildlife, potentially removing your constituents’ access to nature and the benefits it provides to our community. Amendment 130 enables the Government to truly deliver a win-win for nature and development by focusing EDPs on the environmental issues where such an approach has been shown to work.
My professional body, CIEEM – which represents nearly 10,000 ecologists and environmental managers across the UK and Ireland – supports this amendment because it believes it will speed up development where environmental solutions need to be strategic, while avoiding irreversible harm to wildlife and habitats.
I also urge you to support Amendment 94, which seeks to protect chalk streams by requiring a spatial development strategy to list chalk streams in the strategy area, outline measures to protect them from environmental harm, and impose responsibility on strategic planning authorities to protect and enhance their environments.
Protecting nature is not only an environmental issue; it underpins our public health, economic resilience and community wellbeing. I urge you to support Amendments 94 and 130 and to speak up in Parliament for a balanced, evidence-led approach to development that reflects Labour’s commitment to nature recovery.
Thank you for your consideration. I would welcome your reassurance that you will vote to retain Amendments 94 and 130 in the Bill.
Yours sincerely,
[Your name]
[Your address]



Template 2: For Labour MPs in marginal seats
Subject: Your leadership on protecting nature matters – please back Amendment 130
Dear [insert MP name],
As your constituent and a professional member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM), I am urging you to support Amendment 130 to the Planning and Infrastructure Bill when it returns to the House of Commons.
Amendment 130 was tabled with cross-party support and passed decisively in the House of Lords by 258 votes to 139, showing strong political agreement on the need for a targeted, evidence-led solution that benefits both nature and development.
The amendment ensures that Environmental Delivery Plans (EDPs), a new mechanism introduced in Part 3 of the Bill that is designed to help developers manage the ecological impacts of their schemes,  are applied only to those  impacts – such as nutrient pollution and air quality – which need a strategic rather than a site-based solution and where they can make a real difference expediting the delivery of development – without weakening vital protections for our most important wildlife and habitats. 
Voters do care deeply about nature. Constituencies like ours are full of people who want to see homes built and the economy grow, but not at the expense of our local natural heritage. Without Amendment 130 our most precious wildlife areas could be destroyed and built over without any opportunity for local community engagement, all on the promise of more areas for nature being created somewhere else, probably well outside this constituency, at some point in the future. I dread to think how my friends and neighbours will feel at the sight of wildlife being needlessly killed, even for the benefit of new housing. Supporting Amendment 130 is a chance to show that Labour can genuinely deliver both practical solutions for developers and a commitment to protecting and restoring the nature that sustains us all.
CIEEM’s 10,000 members, including many working in local planning and conservation, strongly support this amendment because it balances growth with good environmental governance. It will prevent EDPs from being misused in ways that could destroy important habitats and wildlife that people really care about. 
I also urge you to support Amendment 94, which seeks to protect chalk streams by requiring a spatial development strategy to list chalk streams in the strategy area, outline measures to protect them from environmental harm, and impose responsibility on strategic planning authorities to protect and enhance their environments.
Voting for these amendments is an opportunity to demonstrate Labour’s credibility on environmental leadership and responsible planning. Please show your constituents that you stand for common sense, science and stewardship of our shared environment by voting to retain Amendments 94 and 130 in the Bill.
Yours sincerely,
[Your name]
[Your address]



Template 3: For MPs from other parties
Subject: Please support Amendment 130 to safeguard nature and sound planning
Dear [insert MP name],
I am writing as your constituent and as a member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM), which represents nearly 10,000 professionals working to ensure development and nature can thrive together.
Amendment 130 to the Planning and Infrastructure Bill was tabled with cross-party support and passed decisively in the House of Lords by 258 votes to 139. This demonstrates widespread agreement that the Bill must be refined to deliver both sustainable development and robust environmental protection.
The amendment ensures that Environmental Delivery Plans (EDPs), a new mechanism introduced in Part 3 of the Bill that is designed to help developers manage the ecological impacts of their schemes, are restricted to tackling issues such as nutrient pollution, water quality and air quality, where a strategic approach is most effective.
Without Amendment 130, the Bill opens the door to the avoidable loss of our most valuable protected habitats and species, replacing proven safeguards under the Habitats Regulations and Wildlife and Countryside Act with untested mechanisms without scientific evidence to warrant such a risk. This would create greater uncertainty for developers and threaten the UK’s reputation for high environmental standards.
Constituencies like ours are full of people who want to see homes built and the economy grow, but not at the expense of our local natural heritage. Without Amendment 130 our most precious wildlife areas could be destroyed and built over without any opportunity for local community engagement, all on the promise of more areas for nature being created somewhere else – probably well outside this constituency – at some point in the future. I dread to think how my friends and neighbours will feel at the sight of wildlife being needlessly killed, even for the benefit of new housing. Supporting Amendment 130 is a chance to show that [insert your MP’s political party] is committed to protecting our environment as well as promoting growth.
Amendment 130 offers a balanced, evidence-based solution that supports both responsible development and environmental protection. It aligns with the principles of proportionate regulation, listening to scientific evidence and delivering for local people. 
I also urge you to support Amendment 94, which seeks to protect chalk streams by requiring a spatial development strategy to list chalk streams in the strategy area, outline measures to protect them from environmental harm, and impose responsibility on strategic planning authorities to protect and enhance their environments.
I therefore urge you to support these amendments and to use your voice in Parliament to help ensure that the final Bill delivers homes and development without sacrificing nature. I would welcome your assurance that you will vote to retain Amendments 94 and 130 in the Bill.
Yours sincerely,
[Your name]
[Your address]


