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What do Local Planning 
Authorities want?



Biodiversity Net Gain?

Development that leaves biodiversity 
in a measurably better state than 

before

Biodiversity Net Gain | CIEEM

https://cieem.net/i-am/current-projects/biodiversity-net-gain/


• Biodiversity value is at least +10%

• Measured in ‘habitat units’ by the 
Biodiversity Metric 

• Secured for at least 30 years

• Achieved on-site or off-site

• As a last resort, purchase statutory 
‘biodiversity credits’ from Govt



Create more wildlife-rich 
habitats or make existing 
habitats better for wildlife

BNG in practice?



What do Local Planning Authorities want?



Strategy: A five step approach  

Step 1: Search for the 
Local Planning 
Authority website 
online. 

1

Step 2: Search for the 
Local Plan published by 
the Local Planning 
Authority.

2

Step 3: Research for 
key words within the 
Local Plan regarding 
BNG.

3

Step 4: Conduct 
another search for 
Supplementary 
Planning Documents 
and other information.

4

Assess the LPA 
Requirements Status 
for BNG using the 
traffic light approach. 

5



Step 2: Searching for the Local Plan 

On the local authority’s 
website using the search 
bar (usually found at the 
top of the page) we looked 
for the local plans.



Step 3: BNG requirements within the Local 
Plans

Key Words

Net gain 

Defra 
metric 

10%

Strategic 
Significance 

Off site/Off 
setting 



Step 3: BNG requirements within the Local 
Plans 



Important results to look out for! 

Main results to look out for:
• Which policies mention BNG ?
• Which metric is required? 
• What percentage of BNG needs to be delivered? 
• Which developments require BNG ? 
• Is there a mention of Supplementary planning document ?
• Is there an off-site requirement ?



Important results to look out for ! 

For off-site policy we used search 
words like biodiversity enhancement, 
off setting and off-site



Step 4: Researching for Supplementary Planning 
Documents and Additional Information 

Supplementary Planning Documents help build upon and 
provide more detailed advice or guidance on policies in an 
adopted local plan.



Key findings from SPDs

A detailed SPD helps us to 
populate the tracker with 
information on off site biodiversity 
enhancement, mitigation 
hierarchy and which applications 
does BNG apply to.



Emerging vs 
Adopted Local 
Plan

• Important: In some cases LPAs will 
have an Adopted and an Emerging or 
New Local Plan. In which case we 
focused on investigating both the 
plans to get an overview of a new or 
emerging BNG policy .



Step 5:Assessing LPA BNG Status 

Local Plan Status Determinants 

Adopted BNG (e.g. Doncaster Local 
Plan) 

1) Plan already updated with BNG 
requirements 

2) SPD is adopted 
3) Clearly states what is required for 

BNG 

Emerging requirements 1) Emerging plan
2) Some net gain requirements stated 
3) SPD under development 

No known requirements 1) Plan has not been updated
2) No SPD on BNG 
3) No details on net gain 



Atlas Map 



Local Planning 
Authority 
Results

Across England

Total of 338 Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) were 
checked**

• 24% have BNG requirements within Local Plans
• 42% have BNG requirements emerging
• 34% had no BNG requirements

** as of 28/02/23

Source - Atlas Digital Dashboard Mott MacDonald 2023



Mott MacDonald

North of England*
Outcomes so far

No known 

BNG

requirements = 

36 LPAs, 42% Emerging 

BNG

requirements = 

36 LPAs, 42%

BNG

requirements = 

14 LPAs, 16%

*North of England includes – Northeast England, 

Northwest England, West Yorkshire, Yorkshire & 

Humber.



Mott MacDonald

Midlands*
Outcomes so far

No known 

BNG

requirements = 

38 LPAs, 35% Emerging 

BNG

requirements = 

46 LPAs, 42%

BNG

requirements = 

25 LPAs, 23%

*Midlands includes – West Midlands, East Midlands and 

East of England.



Mott MacDonald

London
Outcomes so far

No known 

BNG

requirements = 

11 LPAs, 31% Emerging 

BNG

requirements = 

14 LPAs, 38%

BNG

requirements = 

11 LPAs, 31%



Mott MacDonald

Southwest
Outcomes so far

No known 

BNG

requirements = 

11 LPAs, 30% Emerging 

BNG

requirements = 

8 LPAs, 22%

BNG

requirements = 

18 LPAs, 48%



Mott MacDonald

Southeast
Outcomes so far

No known 

BNG

requirements = 

19 LPAs, 27% Emerging 

BNG

requirements = 

37 LPAs, 53%

BNG

requirements = 

14 LPAs, 20%



Emerging trends:

• Overall, 66% of LPAs have or are moving towards 
including BNG within local plans.

• Huge variations were noted across geographical regions, 
between LPAs, and within the level of detail provided 
within the plans.

• BNG assessments are not as simple as achieving a 
certain % net gain. We must build in local planning 
requirements and strategy into BNG assessment and 
design from the start.



Cambridge 
City Council

Local plan (2018) chapter 7, policy 70, refers to no net loss or a net 
gain.

The local Biodiversity Strategy aims for 20% net gain.

Additionally, includes specifics outside of net gain i.e., target of 19% 
canopy cover of trees, including planting for climate resilience.

Greater Cambridge SPD between Cambridge City Council and South 
Cambridge District Council.

Reiterates 20% BNG target in line with Natural Cambridgeshire 
Doubling Nature vision.

All fencing within residential developments are expected to be 
hedgehog friendly, hedgehog highways should be incorporated.

Embedded BNG within plans but not simply just going for a 
minumum %.



Cornwall





Trafford  
• ”Demonstrating how natural assets can be 
conserved and enhanced for example through the 
delivery of measurable biodiversity net gain”



What does this all mean?

• LPA requirements vary

• The way in which councils present their requirements varies 

• LPA requirements provide a useful framework for early BNG 
discussions

• LPA requirements must drive BNG design 



Biodiversity Net Gain
-

What do Local Planning Authorities want?


