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Thank you for your letter of 5th September to the Prime Minister about biodiversity. I am 
replying as the Minister responsible for this policy area and would appreciate it if you 
would share this response with the letter’s other signatories. 
 
As we know, biodiversity loss is as urgent, and desperate, as climate change. Security, 
livelihoods and productivity all depend on it. This matters now more than ever, both for the 
United Kingdom and our international partners, given nature’s critical links to global 
nutrition and food security. It is therefore crucial that we achieve success at the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) COP15 later this year. This is our chance to 
agree a ‘Paris moment’ for nature. 
 
As you mentioned, the Dasgupta Review provides a helpful basis on which to build our 
calls for ambition. The Review presents a new and comprehensive economic framework 
that accounts for humanity’s dependence on nature. HM Government published its formal 
response to the Dasgupta Review in June 2021. We agree with its central conclusion: 
nature, and the biodiversity that underpins it, ultimately sustains our economies, 
livelihoods and well-being, and so economic and financial decision-making must account 
for this. The response sets out the ways in which the Government will build on its existing 
ambitious nature agenda, framed around two high-level commitments: 
 

• Delivering a ‘nature positive’ future, in which we leave the environment in a better 
state than we found it and reverse biodiversity loss globally by 2030 

• Ensuring economic and financial decision-making, and the systems and institutions 
that underpin it, support that nature positive future. 

 
Domestically, we are committed to restoring and enhancing nature. Our world-leading 
Environment Act 2021 puts environmental ambition and accountability at the very heart of 
Government, by establishing a comprehensive legal framework for environmental 
improvement. The Act includes a range of specific measures and actions to directly tackle 
biodiversity loss and sets a new and ambitious domestic framework for environmental 
governance now we have left the European Union. We have already committed to a legally 
binding target to halt the decline in species abundance by 2030 in addition to setting at 
least one long-term legally binding target for biodiversity alongside targets for air quality, 
water and waste reduction. 
 
 



 

 

 
In terms of the individual points you mention: 
 
1. The United Kingdom should further its leadership on COP15: The United Kingdom 
has already played a leading role in pushing for ambition. For instance, in support of the 
30by30 target, the United Kingdom leads the Global Ocean Alliance (GOA) and is the 
Ocean Co-Chair (alongside France and Costa Rica) of the High Ambition Coalition for 
Nature and People (HAC). While the GOA champions the 30by30 ocean target and 
ambitious marine outcomes from CBD COP15, the HAC champions a 30by30 target for 
both land and ocean. Between the two alliances 120 countries now support 30by30 in the 
ocean and over 100 countries support 30by30 for both land and ocean. We will continue to 
play this role in pursuit of our objective to ensure that the post-2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF) commits us to halting and reversing biodiversity loss globally by 2030. 
 
2. The United Kingdom should push for a strong and legally binding agreement: The 
United Kingdom is committed to securing an ambitious outcome at COP15 to halt and 
reverse biodiversity loss globally by 2030. As I have explained above, we have already 
committed to setting at least one long-term legally binding target for biodiversity in 
England, alongside our target to halt the decline in species abundance by 2030. 
 
3. The United Kingdom Government should fully resource and monitor the 
implementation of the GBF: The four countries of the United Kingdom have agreed to 
develop a United Kingdom Biodiversity Framework which refreshes the existing 
Framework for 2022-2030. The collective intention is that the new Framework will set out 
shared priorities and areas for collaboration across the United Kingdom, supporting a 
collective response to the post-2020 global framework of goals and targets expected to be 
agreed at COP15. In England, we will be setting out our ambitions and approach to nature 
recovery, including our legally binding targets and our approach to meeting them, in our 
Environmental Improvement Plan, due to be published in 2023. 
 
4. The United Kingdom should assess the impact of all policy, social and economic 
decisions on nature: To deliver the transformational change needed to halt and reverse 
biodiversity loss, mainstreaming biodiversity into decision-making across all sectors and at 
all levels of government is essential. The Greening Government Commitments (GGC) 
Framework sets out the actions that Government departments and their agencies will take 
to modify their environmental impact, drive rapid action and set ambition for the future. For 
the first time, the 2021 to 2025 GGC Framework requires all departments to develop and 
deliver Nature Recovery Plans. At present, all public bodies, including Government 
departments, currently have a legal duty under the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006 to have regard to conserving biodiversity overall when exercising 
their functions. This duty has been strengthened by the Environment Act 2021 so that 
authorities will have to consider the action they can take to conserve and enhance 
biodiversity and then take that action. The Environment Act 2021 also places a legal duty 
on Ministers of the Crown to have due regard to the Environmental Principles Policy 
Statement when making policy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

5. The United Kingdom should provide clear policy support to statutory agencies to 
exercise their existing powers to secure and deliver a meaningful reversal of current 
trends: We are working closely with our public bodies on nature recovery policy and 
programmes. The package of measures introduced under the Environment Act includes 
Local Nature Recovery Strategies, Species Recovery Strategies and Protected Site 
Strategies which Natural England are working to implement and which will provide a clear 
steer to public bodies on the steps we want to take for nature recovery. Our Environmental 
Improvement Plan will set out how these strategies will support delivery of our ambitions 
for nature recovery. 
 
6. The United Kingdom must effectively protect a minimum of 30% of its land and 
marine habitats: The United Kingdom’s commitment to protect 30% of land and sea by 
2030 provides a clear focus and direction for the delivery of HM Government’s wider 
Environmental targets and Nature Recovery objectives. On land, 28% of the United 
Kingdom and 26% of England is currently designated as a protected area. We recognise, 
however, that many of these areas are not delivering for nature as they could. In England, 
we will strengthen our existing network of protected sites and landscapes, improving their 
value for biodiversity and extending them and identifying other effective area-based 
conservation measures (OECMs). 
 
7. The United Kingdom Government should work with the private sector, NGOs and 
other Parties, to mobilise financial resources to deliver the post-2020 GBF: In order 
to ensure that the post-2020 GBF drives global action, it must be supported by an uplift in 
financing for nature from all sources (public and private) and at all levels (domestic and 
international). In January 2021, the Prime Minister committed to spending at least £3 
billion of the United Kingdom’s International Climate Finance over the next five years on 
climate change solutions that protect and restore nature and biodiversity. In September, at 
the UN General Assembly, we launched the 10 Point Plan for Financing Biodiversity, in 
collaboration with Ecuador, Gabon and Maldives, which has received endorsements from 
17 countries to date. 
 
8. The United Kingdom Government should recognise that its obligations towards 
biodiversity do not end at its geographical borders but extend to its entire national 
value chain: The United Kingdom recognises that supply chains and associated impacts 
on biodiversity extend beyond its geographical borders, and we are committed to 
addressing these. At COP26, 28 countries came together to launch the Forest, Agriculture 
and Commodity Trade roadmap to deliver sustainable trade and reduce pressure on 
forests and other critical ecosystems, including support for smallholder farmers and 
improving the transparency of supply chains. 
 
We have also introduced world-leading due diligence legislation through the Environment 
Act to help tackle illegal deforestation in United Kingdom supply chains. Our law will make 
it illegal for larger businesses operating in the United Kingdom to use key forest risk 
commodities produced on land illegally occupied or used. Businesses in scope will be 
required to undertake a due diligence exercise on their supply chains, and to report on this 
exercise annually. We ran a consultation from 3rd December 2021 to 11th March 2022 to 
seek views on the details of regulations that will implement the Environment Act 
provisions, to ensure that these are designed effectively. The Government published a 
summary of responses to this consultation on 1st June 2022 and is committed to 
implementing due diligence provisions at the earliest opportunity through secondary 
legislation. This new legislation is one part of a wider package of measures to improve the 
sustainability of our supply chains and will contribute to global efforts to protect forests and 
other ecosystems. 



 

 

 
9. The United Kingdom Government should implement a mandatory requirement for 
corporations to report on their impacts on nature: Government actions alone are not 
enough to halt biodiversity loss. The private sector, including the finance sector, have a 
critical role to play. HM Government is supporting the market-led, global Taskforce on 
Nature-related Financial Disclosures (TNFD) which is set to provide a risk management 
and disclosure framework for corporates and financial institutions to report and act on 
evolving nature-related risks. The TNFD will support a shift in global financial flows away 
from nature-negative outcomes and toward nature-positive outcomes. 
 
10. The United Kingdom Government should work collaboratively to support 
developing countries and indigenous peoples to deliver on the post-2020 GBF: 
Scientific and technical cooperation and capacity building will be essential to achieving the 
targets. The United Kingdom fully supports enhanced capacity building and development, 
and scientific and technical cooperation for the post-2020 biodiversity framework. We 
believe Parties should facilitate and promote an enabling environment that allows all 
Parties to collectively build on and enhance capacity building and development and 
technical and scientific cooperation. The development of National Biodiversity Strategies 
and Action Plans should be underpinned by needs-based and directed capacity building 
and development guidance to ensure it is fit for purpose to support Parties in the 
implementation of the post-2020 GBF. The United Kingdom recognises the critical 
guardianship provided by Indigenous Peoples and local communities in protecting tropical 
forests and preserving vital ecosystem services, and the global contribution they make to 
climate change mitigation, biodiversity preservation, and inclusive and sustainable 
development. 
 
I hope this letter is helpful and thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
THE RT HON LORD BENYON 

 




