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Nature Based Solutions: Opportunities in a time of Biodiversity Crisis and Climate Emergency



• Driven by Birr2020 CLG

• River Camcor as the focal point of the 
study

• Evidence-based plan to create public 
amenities, improve public open spaces, 
and create opportunities for biodiversity

• Drawing from multiple disciplines within 
JBA

Overview
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1. To deliver a study that provides 
comprehensive suite of actionable 
projects which will provide a plan for 
the management of the River Camcor
and the river corridor with an 
appropriate balance of use between 
civic amenity and wildlife

2. Providing guidance to Birr Municipal 
District and Birr Tidy Towns on the 
management of the river in the areas 
under their control 

• Public access, walkways and 
accessibility

• Biodiversity management

• River management

Project aims
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Actionable 
projects

Appropriate 
riparian and 

instream works 
to promote 

biodiversity and 
fish number 

increase

Sustainable 
urban drainage 
(SuDS) options

Riverside 
access and 

walkways from 
the town to 
Springfield 

Bridge

Application of 
the All Ireland 
Pollinator Plan 
in public parks

Sustainable 
bank erosion 

mitigation 
measures

Improve 
accessibility and 
amenity value in 
the public parks 
along the river



Study area
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Stage 1

Project inception 

• Stakeholder meetings

• Baseline surveys

• Initial consultation

Stage 2

Research, analysis, 
design

Stage 3

Reporting and 
landscape 

opportunities 
drawings

Stage 4

Public information

Project stages
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Baseline studies
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Stakeholder 
consultation

Ecology

• Fish

• Habitats

• INNS

• Mammals

Surface water 
drainage

• SuDS
opportunities

Hydro-
morphology

• Bank erosion

• River habitat 
improvement

Landscape 
and amenity

• Access

• Views

• Amenities



Actionable projects and 
recommendations
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• Landscape 
analysis and 
opportunities plans

1. Castle mall 
screening

2. Looped paths

3. Pocket park

4. Public Open 
Space 
Improvements

5. Fishing Terrace

Landscape and amenity
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SuDS
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Biodiversity enhancement
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Hydromorphology and fisheries

• Over-widened and uniform 

channel cross-section

• Fish and eel passage

• Predation



Erosion control
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• Soft engineering • Hard engineering • Do nothing 



• Example of pro-active community that are taking ownership of the river, and planning for 
biodiversity in their town and river corridor

• Focused opportunities to gather future funding 

• Combining local perspectives, best practice and science to sustainably manage a river 
corridor

• Combining expertise in Landscape Architecture, Hydromorphology, Ecology, and Civil 
Engineering to form unique opportunities for amenity and management that put biodiversity 
at the core

Project takeaways
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Thank you!
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