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Presentation overview

e Wild Atlantic Nature LIFE IP
e Challenges

* Opportunities

* What next?
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Part 1

Wild Atlantic Nature LIFE IP
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LIFE IP Wild Atlantic Nature

Long-term project (2020-2028) funded under EU LIFE S e e
programme e W

Total budget €20.6m (EU 12.3m)

. Boleybrack
Mou tain SAC
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Aims to assist delivery of Ireland’s Prioritized Action
Framework
 Management of Natura 2000 network nationwide (SACs &
SPAs)
* Specific focus to protect & restore Ireland’s SAC network of
blanket bog in northwest region
* Multi actor project involving relevant authorities “
* Farmerand community focused 1 C “’kemm =
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Part 2

Challenges
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Our policies often have a narrow focus
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Considerable organizational and institutional
barriers

Our land use policies don’t align!
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Obstacles are often cultural

* Low levels of appreciation of ecological value of natural habitats

* Underdeveloped sense of community ownership towards local
environment

* Insufficient stakeholder involvement at community level
* Political sensitivities
* One-size fits all approach

 Theoretical focus on ‘stick’ rather than ‘carrot’ so land owners are
only told what they can’t do
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Part 3

Opportunities: what has worked?

- example of locally adapted agri-environment programmes in Ireland
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What have we learned in the past 30 years?

 Successful (agri-environment) programmes should
* Be locally adapted, practical and results focused
Be developed with local people (farmers, communities)
Be properly and fairly funded
Facilitate flexible and adaptive management
Build local trust and capacity
Facilitate improvements
Account for factors outside farmers/communities control

HEN HARRIER FROJECT
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Results-based Payment Scheme (RBPS)

@ Pearl Musse! Project Habitat Score Card MM Peatland

approach

PMP Plot number: Survey date:

Total Score: /100
(A+B+C)

Which of the follawing best describes the Massic of Massic of heath
Plot (land parcel) (insert X in appropriote aie):  Banketbog (O)  Hemh (O [ERESL (7)  [Rse ol

[A Ecological Integrity Total points for Section A (sum of Al 1 AS): RNy =" I,IJSS
A1 How many positive indicatol present in the ?
Gxﬂbﬁwm@gw&wemm
Lopw:  J0OME Medium: 2C0NE High: Scone High: Score:
Number of plarts: 0-4 o 48 2 7-8 . b @
I Supporting e e g Sedge [ Herb Layer: Moss Layer: Negative indicators:
: _ 7. Bog Asphodel I4. Branched Mosses A Bracken
Shrub Layer:
Results Payment Actions s Lyer e . A fraclen
Payment 2 Bilberry 3. Bog Cotton (bushy) Lichens €. Conifers (5% Spruce
3. Bog 10. Deer Gi 16, Sphagnum Mosses or Lodgepeie Ping)
4. Cross-leaved Heather 1. Lowsewort [ European Gorse
5. Ling Heather 12 Sundews FE Nettle
& Western Gorse 13, White-beaked Sedge - Rhododendron

G. Other alien invasive

A2 WWhatis the combined cover of posiove mosses & lichens (liszed above) throughout the plot?

Rare: 5% | Frequent ™ | Abundant *°™ | Dominant I
Cover:  05% o £20% . 21 - 30% G

=0
RESUItS-baSEd approaCh A3 Presence of non-native species within the plot (Rhododendron, selfsown conifers | other alien invasive)?

Present Score: w | Absent  Score: o

Payments are linked to nature quality of your farm.

A4 Vhat is the combined cover of all negamve indicators/weeds (listed above) throughout the plot?
Cover:  High: 0

= 15% e

N A5 Quality of vegetation structure?
Cover:

Higher nature quality = Higher Payment level

Medium: SO | Med-Lows S0 | ppeanp;  S€ore:
11-25% @ 110% 5 | Meglighle @

Tg ) Each plot is scored out Vo Poor poor " coud
. egemation height i Rank sward Put igh grazed) Erazed) Swiard in condition, abundant
(1) of 10 using a scorecard i v e mfrmn'z’;mm %ﬂ) %gm mﬁm%ngmyﬁ%ﬁ
— ‘or no heather rank senescent heathar areas (=] aeas oo, peol compl
. b that Captures hlgh and present cnwet d_minaﬁrgmer_m:r of the piot ofmer:,‘bt mmgmhmxlnfdmik
S . \ o orh | (xg comiouos pohes. | o | vagmuin | ofbog /o e vageion s veng
] low quality habitat Iy OB i | Forycepmipond | vgmmin | Woghnoc | bege trogaavelanand
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:Es- which reflect past and mfgﬁ"‘ wegms | egor ’"’“’3""’“‘“"“"""‘
o Score: Score: @ Scores 0 Score: 0 Score:;
o current management.
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Quality score
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Private farm example

* Co-funded supporting actions
* Floodplain payment

* Whole farm improvement

Example

from Pear| =y
Mussel by
Project EIP

-
ﬁ?aﬁiiz‘ﬁif:ﬁ}'2;1,?ommcm é WILD ATLANTIC
D H ing,

Local Government and Hericage WA NATURE LIFE




Creates new market for farmers

-

Biodiversity
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Supports land and ecosystem management

* Assists with better farm management & improved ecological quality

Example
from Pearl
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Landscape approach

* Hen Harrier Project
* Results-based: payments relate to habitat quality
* Fire resilience
 Successful breeding bonus
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Part 4

What next?
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* Cross-cutting EU Directives
* Hydrological / landscape linkage
* Excellent individual examples of how
to solve many of our problems
- LAWPrO; ASSAP
- EIPs
- LIFE / INTERREG / Horizon 2020
- EPA/IFI/LAs / NPWS
* Coherence required
4
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It needs to start with CAP

Farming for Nature Technical Group:

Convened by the Heritage
Council

Provides for a CAP architecture
that facilitates landscape targets

Facilitates integration of LAWPrO,

ASSAP, NPWS, etc.

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/projects/farming-
for-nature-technical-group
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Draft Proposal Key Issues

Our proposal is informed throughout
by the following Six Core Considerations
for the CAP green architecture in Ireland

Value For Money Farmer Engagement

Evidence Based Integrated

: I and Simplified

Results-based
and auditable

The Farming for Nature Technical Group

Draft Proposal Key Issues

We propose Three Tiers in this green architecture

With increasing Levels of environmental ambition and delivery
as you progress from Tier 1-3

Tier 1 Enhanced Baseline Conditionality
Minimum standards to keep agricultural Land in GAEC
Tier 2 Eco-schemes

Practices that are beneficlal to the environment and cUmate
Tier 3 Agri-Environment Climate Measure

A national agri-environment scheme and a locally-adapted
farming for nature scheme

nowledge

Fam
Acisory and Co-opermion’ Cross-cutting
et e <o | G2
Sharing,

Tier 2
Eco-Schemes

abbul

L. Voluntary
for Farmer

=

Tier1 i
Enhanced Baseline = poncaiory
Conditionality

Level of
Requirement Area Covered
of

We propose that the Tier 3 AEC measure be divided into 2 streams

Tier 3 Stream A Builds on Ireland’s 25 years of experience with national
agri-environment schemes

Tier 3 Stream B Builds on 10 years of experience with locally-adapted,
hybrid results based agri-environment payments.

The Farming for Nature Technical Group
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Landscape-level quality score (pilot)

e Water quality: lowest water quality value (Q index)
* Mean farm-level score

* % semi-natural habitats
* climax vegetation, e.g. dunes, deep peats, etc.

* Ecological connectivity

* Threats to “landscape target”
* e.g. % cover of turbary, water abstraction, etc.

* Features of particular interest (PAF)
 corrected for conservation status/condition of that landscape level
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Provide quality-assured, vital public services

* Public and eco-system services * Quality is the basis for:
* Biodiversity * Natura 2000 marketing
 Stable climate e Tourism

Land-use planning
Food labelling
Farmer payments

Carbon sequestration
Protection of soil

Clean water

Flood management
Aesthetic value

Food

Recreation & wellbeing
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‘First, do no harm’

Policies need to be in 3D

Focus on quality

Integrated land use framework
Integrated Departmental approach
Defined landscape-scale targets

Results-based model that investsin L e -
landowner skills . oo e s W
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This project has received funding from the EU’s LIFE programme under Grant Agreement No. LIFE18 IPE/IE/000002
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Thank you for your attention!

www.wildatlanticnature.ie
t: @WAN_LIFEIP f: @wildatlanticnature #wildatlanticnature

E: Derek.MclLoughlin@housing.gov.ie t: @dtmcloughlin
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