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The LIFE Natura 2000 (N2K) Project (2012-2015) used LIFE Nature and 

Biodiversity Funding to develop a Prioritised Action Framework, which identified 

the issues that needed to be addressed on all of Walesô Natura 2000 sites (92 

SACs and 20 SPAs).

The cost of bringing all of Walesô N2K sites into favourable condition was 

estimated to be £120 million in 2015



LIFE application 2018: why the Dee?

ÅRiver Restoration a priority for NRW 

ÅNRWôs business plan óé improve salmonid stocks in 

Wales, and their freshwater fisheries habitatsé seeking 

funding opportunities to implement work in RRPséô



Year
Total project cost 

(£)

EU 

Contribution 

(£)

Welsh Project 

cost (£)

EU contribution to 

Welsh Projects (£)

% UK LIFE funding 

in Wales

Main Welsh 

projects

2015 32.63m 15.68m 2.5m* 1.875m* 12% Mosses

2016 11.72m 7.63m 4m 3m 40% Raised  Bogs

2017 25m 15.65m 11.5m 7.5m 48% Celtic & SoL

2018 16.78m 9.975m 6.8m 4m 40% Dee



LIFEDeeRiver

Å Co-ordinating beneficiary ïCyfoeth Naturiol Cymru

Å Associated beneficiaries ïEnvironment Agency & Snowdonia National 

Park Authority

Å Co-financiers ïDwr Cymru 

31 December 2024

£6.8m total project cost (£4m from EU)
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Species and habitats for which SAC is 

designated
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Objectives

Å Remove the constraints to fish migration and wider ecological 

connectivity.

Å Restore or improve natural riverine physical processes, features 

and physical habitats in at least 55km of river.

Å Improve agricultural and forestry land management practices to 

reduce the input of nutrients and sediment entering the SAC. 

Å Initiate conservation management for the critically endangered 

Fresh Water Pearl Mussel (FWPM) 

Å Establish and build long-term positive relationships with key 

stakeholders during and beyond the life of the project.


