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Heritage assets - policy and practice
 Heritage assets - “A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape 

identified as having a degree of significance meriting consideration in planning 
decisions, because of its heritage interest. Heritage asset includes designated 
heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning authority (including 
local listing).” (NPPF)

 Historic Environment “All aspects of the environment resulting from 
the interaction between people and places through time, including all surviving 
physical remains of past human activity, whether visible, buried or submerged, 
and landscaped and planted or managed flora.” (NPPF)

 Mechanisms for heritage protection
o Designation (https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/heritage-assets/nhle/ National Heritage 

List for England: SMs, LBs, Protected Wrecks, Registered Parks & Gardens, Registered Battlefields, WHS, 
Conservation Area)

o Development management through planning
o Agri-environment schemes
o Benevolent ownership

Photos Historic England: Silbury Hill, PDNP fieldscapes, water meadows

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/heritage-assets/nhle/


Heritage policy and practise –
significance and value

 Significance: ‘The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its 
heritage interest. That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance 
derives not only from a heritage asset's physical presence, but also from its setting’ NPPF

 Cultural Heritage Capital: the use and non-use value

 Environmental value: 
carbon, ecosystem 
services, biodiversity

 Heritage Assets can be 
Natural Capital Assets
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Heritage and biodiversity – background

 Ecosystem services and heritage assets – dry stone walls, field 
boundaries, wrecks, water management features, buildings and 
boundaries

 Close relationship between heritage assets and certain habitats –
chalk grassland, ancient woodland, parkland and wood pasture, 
coastal grazing marsh, farm buildings, peat lands, 

 Little systematic investigation 
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Heritage and biodiversity – why does it 
matter?

 Holistic approach to our environment – mutual benefit 

 Maximise potential for biodiversity in heritage assets

 Public engagement – people 
respond to human stories of places 
and the environment in the round
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Wessex Hill Forts and Habitats
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Sea Mills Conservation Area





Sea Mills Conservation Area



Daw’s Castle Scheduled Ancient Monument
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Daw’s Castle Scheduled Ancient Monument



Exmoor National Character Area



EXMOOR NATURE RECOVERY VISION

‘Nature in decline’ landscape Nature Recovery landscape

“We realise that we cannot continue to segregate the themes biodiversity, landscape and cultural heritage if 
we are to address the ecological and climate emergencies. They are all underpinned by natural process and 
adaptive land management and it is only by working together, across these topics, that nature recovery and 
climate action will be achieved recognising natural beauty and cultural heritage are integral elements of 
National Park purposes.” Exmoor National Park Authority Report, November 2020
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Heritage and biodiversity – why does it 
matter?

 Holistic approach to our environment – mutual benefit 

 Maximise potential for biodiversity in heritage assets

 Public engagement

BUT Look at integration early
on in a scheme
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The Future…
 Integrated Assessments and Management?

 Shared understanding:
o Better training / awareness for ecologists?
o Better training / awareness for heritage 

professionals?

 Opportunities for holistic approach to the 
environment?

 e.g: ELMS? Nature Recovery Mapping? 
Environmental Net Gain? Protected landscape 
management strategies? Land use planning? 
Planning reforms? Carbon mitigation land use 
(peatland, tree planting)? Flood management 
schemes?
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Questions and thoughts??



Example Heritage, Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services Reports, Historic England

Report: Heritage, natural capital and ecosystem services: case studies: The Blackdown Hills AONB case study: An integrated approach to valuing 
environmental capital and services (boundaries and linear landscape features).  Tim Youngs and Bill Horner.
Link: blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/historic-england-field-boundary-project-report.pdf

Report: Heritage, Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services: Boundaries and Linear Landscape Features in the Lower Severn Vale. John 
Powell et al. 
Link:research.historicengland.org.uk/Report.aspx?i=16225&ru=%2fResults.aspx%3fp%3d1%26n%3d10%26tsk%3dHeritage%252C%2bNatural%2b
Capital%2band%2bEcosystem%2bservices%26ns%3d1

Report: Heritage, natural capital and ecosystem services: Historic buildings and boundaries. John Powell et al. 2019
Link:research.historicengland.org.uk/Report.aspx?i=16226&ru=%2fResults.aspx%3fp%3d1%26n%3d10%26tsk%3dHeritage%252C%2bNatural%2b
Capital%2band%2bEcosystem%2bservices%26ns%3d1

Report: Heritage, Nature Capital and Ecosystem Services: Case Studies. Wrecks in Coastal and marine Ecosystems: The Goodwin Sands and Kent 
Coast. Sally Evans, Matt Davidson. MSDS Marine. 2019
Link:research.historicengland.org.uk/redirect.aspx?id=7841%7CHeritage,%20Natural%20Capacity%20and%20Ecosystem:%20Case%20Study%20
Wrecks%20in%20Coastal%20and%20Marine%20Ecosystem:%20The%20Goodwin%20Sands%20and%20Kent%20Coast

Report: Heritage, natural capital and ecosystem services: Trent Valley case study. Teresa Fenn, et al 2018
Link:research.historicengland.org.uk/PrintReport.aspx?i=16416&ru=%2FResults.aspx%3Fn%3D10%26ry%3D2019%26p%3D3

Report: Heritage, Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services Case Studies on the Dorset Stour and Tyne to Tees Marine Area. Antony Firth. 2020
Link:www.fjordr.com/uploads/3/4/3/0/34300844/hnces_-_dorset_stour_and_tyne_to_tees_marine_area_-_fjordr_240120b_with_covers.pdf

Report: Heritage, natural capital and ecosystem services: Coastal grazing marches. Maria Medlycott. 2019
Link:research.historicengland.org.uk/Report.aspx?i=16403&ru=%2FResults.aspx%3Fp%3D308

https://blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/historic-england-field-
https://research.historicengland.org.uk/Report.aspx?i=16225&ru=%2fResults.aspx%3fp%3d1%26n%3d10%26tsk%3dHeritage%252C%2bNatural%2bCapital%2band%2bEcosystem%2bservices%26ns%3d1
https://research.historicengland.org.uk/PrintReport.aspx?i=16416&ru=%2FResults.aspx%253
http://www.fjordr.com/uploads/3/4/3/0/34300844/hnces_-
https://research.historicengland.org.uk/Report.aspx?i=16403&ru=%2FResults.aspx%3Fp%253
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