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Details
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16.1 PROJECT SUMMARY
The aim of the project was to maintain and increase quantity and quality of priority habitats with 
non-transference of habitats lost through development. In addition, using non-priority habitat fails to 
promote favourable conservation status (FCS) objectives for protected species – initially the GCN.

The GCN is a EPS where a licence is needed for activities that damage their habitat. One of the licensing 
criteria is that the FCS is not undermined. However, the impact on the overall conservation status is 
often difficult to show because it requires information about the wider distribution and population in 
an area. New licensing policies are now in place to also accept compensation further away, focusing 
on habitat provision for a favourable population and the potential to provide more benefit to newt 
conservation. However, there is a risk that ‘holes’ will appear in the natural distribution, which needs to 
be considered in the FCS test.

Warwickshire County Council (WCC) has worked with Natural England to model the sub-region to 
‘highlight’ GCN habitat (Maxent) and information necessary to evaluate FCS status at a district/county 
level. WCC also operates biodiversity offsetting as a mandatory requirement for minor and major 
developments. In these developments ‘wetland’ habitat is often compensated for through SuDS, leaving 
no ‘residual loss’ for this habitat type. A sub-regional strategy to safeguard GCNs will need to be able to 
‘transfer’ losses from other habitat types.

Figure 16.1 Maxent output with pond density thresholds, GCN records, Warwick District
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The WCC biodiversity impact assessment classes habitat into ‘woodland’, wetland’, ‘grassland’ and ‘other’ 
broad habitat categories, with the ‘other’ category including arable, tall ruderal and introduced shrub. 
WCC proposes to use the losses in this ‘other’ category to fund GCN habitat restoration and creation 
in Maxent ‘red’ and ‘orange’ zones, ie zones where it is expected to support good populations of GCNs. 
These zones will be monitored to measure ongoing success (or not).

16.2 ISSUES
To do this the following is needed:

�� a definition of GCN FCS

�� good quality habitat data

�� species records

�� resources to:

�� model and develop a strategy

�� enact the strategy

�� provide ongoing monitoring.

16.3 OUTCOMES
This approach will ensure that development will continue to compensate for woodland, wetland and 
grassland habitat losses in strategic enhancement areas as close to the loss as possible. This will help 
to deliver the greatest benefits and enable some offsetting to wider strategic concerns, such as species 
conservation. This approach may also reduce the time it takes to reach WCC’s FCS objectives. Once FCS 
has been reached the strategy could then be reviewed.


