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Biodiversity Net Gain

Development that 
leaves the natural 
environment in 
measurably better 
state than 
beforehand 

Defra, 2018



Biodiversity Net 
Gain: milestones



A biodiversity metric





Good Practice Principles

BNG is about nature, 
not numbers



Training



Biodiversity Net 
Gain:

lessons learnt



Better is different from best

• Development that leaves the 
natural environment in measurably 
better state than beforehand 

• Outcomes for nature depend on the 
starting point



10% = best 10% = better

Define our goal for nature





✓ BNG by enhancing 
existing woods

❖Reduced habitat cover

Define our goal
for nature



Better is different from best

Development that leaves the natural 
environment in measurably better state 

than beforehand 

• Yes for individual projects

• But define the ultimate goal

• Track progress towards it



In practice

• Apply the Principles to a 
specific project or 
organisation

• Gather learnt lessons  

• Openly share

https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/C776b-Case-studies.pdf

https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/C776b-Case-studies.pdf


People are 
intimately 
connected 

with nature



https://www.iccs.org.uk/sites/www.iccs.org.uk/files/inline-
files/NNL%20for%20people%20and%20biodiversity%20principles..pdf

• Assess the impacts on 
people from BNG

• Positive & negative impacts

• Design BNG in ways that 
safeguard, & ideally 
enhance, people’s wellbeing

• Ecometric



Is Biodiversity Net 
Gain a big idea?

• Definition 

• Milestones
• A biodiversity metric

• Good practice principles

• Training 

• Lessons learnt
• Better is different from best

• Share experiences

• Include people





Polls!

What is the most important 
activity for BNG uptake:

• A biodiversity metric

• Training

• Policy

• Case studies

• Other


