How Agriculture
and Ecology can
work together
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Goals of the Project

*Improve biodiversity in Irish farmland

*Reward farmers for environmental improvements
*Create a positive image of Irish farming

*Aim to get farmers more tuned in to their surroundings and
re-connect with nature
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Farmers and Conservation

*Farmers don’t like to be told what to do on their own farms

*Historical issues such as Designations, SAC’s etc., best of intentions but started
off on the wrong foot

*BRIDE Project — no designations, everybody included, habitats are key regardless
of designated land

*Much time spent engaging with farmers and explaining why there is a specific
problem and how it can be fixed.”

*Farmers get blamed for environmental damage but very little training has been
given to them about it’s importance, especially biodiversity
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Our Farming Image

“98k views, 741 likes, 202 shares, 73 comments from all over the world”

“Brilliant stuff from the farmer”

“There are some good farmers out there. This one restored my faith in them. Others should follow his example”

“Most farmers love nature and are full of pride when they discover something like this. Farmers aren’t always the
enemy they are often the conscientious custodians of our countryside”

“The regulations often put pressure on farmers to do works they know are going to adversely affect wildlife but if
they don’t adhere to them they are going to permanently lose part of their Single Farm Payment”

“What a fabulous person”

“Fair play to the farmer — not many would do it”
“More farmers like that needed”

“Ireland needs more farmers like this man”

“I wish there were more farmers like him”



How to engage farmers

*National schemes — difficult to get full engagement. Local schemes for specific goals.

*Targeted measures at local level — every farm/farmer is different

*Fear of inspections — leading to less participation — needs to be “Simple for the farmer —
simple for the inspector” - RBP's payments based on results — no penalties

*Expertise for improving biodiversity.
*Ecologists advising on biodiversity/environmental issues.
*Agronomists advising on food production.

*Disconnection between farmers and nature — importance of environment/biodiversity
and farming needs to be addressed.



What needs to change?

*Proper accreditation for biodiversity-friendly farming

*Food companies/retailers rewarding farmers for verifiable improvements
*Every farm to have one visit from an ecologist every year

*Biodiversity hotspots identified and made known to the farmer — farmer is
usually delighted to have a rare species or habitat on their farm

*Need for a signal to the consumer about biodiversity-friendly food products
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BRIDE Project

Farming with Nature

Summary of Biodiversity Improvements in the Bride Valley

No. of Farmers 44 Capital Funding Available €100,000

Measure Uptake Physical Quantity

Bird Boxes 44 94 farm specific bird boxes
Bat Boxes 44 88 bat boxes

Bee Scrapes 44 220 beescrapes

Rodenticide Free 44 44 farms rodenticide free
Nettle Patch 43 86 nettle patches

Field Margins 41 12km x 2m field margins

Pollinator Plot 40 3.8km x 2m of pollinator plots

Pond 37 37 ponds

Treeline 37 1020 native trees (5.1km)
Hedgerow 36 6km of new BRIDE hedgerows
Woodland 31 31 native woodlands (4,960 native trees)
Riparian Buffer Strip 25 9.2 kmx3m riparian buffer strips
Biodiversity Plot 22 2.6 ha of biodiversity plots
Invasive Species Control 12 12 farmers managing invasive species
Multi-species Grassland 11 11 ha of Multi-species Grassland
Winter Stubble 2 8ha of Winter Stubble
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ALY  Farm Habitat Management Guidelines
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A Guide to
Farming with Nature

Compiled by Sinéad Hickey, Donal Sheehan & Tony Nagle




Poll Question

What as an ecologist do you think are the 3 main causes in farmland biodiversity decline?




