
1 
 

Date: 28 April 2020 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Natural England 

Wildlife Licensing 

Service 

Horizon House 

Deanery Road 

Bristol 

BS1 5AH 

 
   0300 060 3900 

   

 
Dear Registered Ecological Consultant 
 
WML-CL33 Great crested newt – low impact Class Licence 
 

This letter provides advice on completing licensed activities on sites registered under WML-CL33 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and resultant restrictions on movement. Specifically, it provides 
updated advice / interpretation on who can use the licence and in what circumstances.  
 
The conditions of the licence describe who can undertake which licensed activities and/or methods 
on a registered site, as follows: 
 

 In Definitions used in this licence, a “Level 1 Assistant” is defined as “a Registered 

Ecological Consultant or an unregistered ecological consultant, who is skilled and 
experienced in great crested newt mitigation work. A Level 1 Assistant is only able to 
undertake licensed activities on a registered site whilst the Consultant is present but they do 
not have to be under their direct supervision, unless otherwise specified in Annex B, Table 2, 
and they can directly supervise “Level 2 Assistants”. A maximum of three Level 1 Assistants 
can be authorised in writing by the Primary Registered Consultant to [undertake] licensed 
activities on a site registered under this licence.” 

 
 The Mitigation section of Table 2 in Annex B states that “The Consultant must be present 

when all licensed activities take place, other than in the following instances (points a – c 
below) when activities and/or methods can be undertaken by Assistant(s), authorised in 
writing by the Consultant, in their absence.” The Table sets out the instances when activities 
and/or methods can be undertaken by Assistant(s), with the following exceptions where the 
Consultant must be present, outlined as follows:  

o a) Installation of amphibian fencing and pitfall traps and positioning of artificial 
refuges. “…the Consultant must attend the site in person and agree fencing location 

and pitfall trap and artificial refuges lay out with persons installing them immediately 
prior to this taking place. The Consultant must also check that these have been 
installed to their satisfaction before capture or exclusion of great crested newts takes 
place. Written records signed and dated by the Consultant and Assistants involved, 
including any fencing contractors, that these requirements have been fulfilled must 
be kept.”  

 
Where amphibian fencing remains in place, following completion of other 
licensed activities and whilst construction related activities are on-going. 

“…the Consultant must visit the registered site at least once a month to monitor fence 
integrity. A written record of these visits, signed and dated by the Consultant, must 
be kept and of any necessary remedial action that was taken following these checks.”  
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o b) Checking of pitfall traps and refuges following their installation. “…the 

Consultant must undertake an inspection on site at least once every week to ensure 
standards, adherence to the licence and to check records being kept. The Consultant 
must keep written records, signed and dated, for each visit they make to the site 
during this capture period. They must also be present and sign off completion of the 
capture period confirming that it has been undertaken in accordance with the licence 
and the mitigation plan.”  
 

o c) Facilitation of installation of railway gantries and inspection of cable 
troughs.  “…the Consultant must undertake an inspection in person at least once 

every ten days to ensure standards, adherence to the licence conditions and to 
check records being kept (in accordance with Annex A). Written records, signed and 
dated, of each check made by the Consultant must be kept – including identifying 
and rectifying any arising issues in addition to other recording requirements (see 
Annex A).”  

 
 The Mitigation section of Table 2 in Annex B also gives a number of licensed activities 

and/or methods that must only take place when the Consultant is present at the registered 
site (points d – j).  

 
Until further notice, the terms “present”, “attend the site in person”, “visit”, “an inspection on site” and 
“inspection in person” in the above sections (the definition of Level 1 Assistant, and the Mitigation 
section of Annex B, Table 2), which all relate to presence of the Consultant on the registered site, 
will be taken to include not only physical presence but also presence via technology such as video 
call. This will only be acceptable where this is needed as a result of COVID-19 restrictions, and 
where this course of action does not increase the level of impact of the licensed work on great 
crested newts.  
 
This updated advice does not remove the requirement for Level 1 Assistants (or Level 2 Assistants, 
where specified in Annex B, Table 2) to be physically present when licensed activities take place, if 
the Consultant is not physically present. This updated advice does not alter the requirements in 
relation to supervision of Level 2 Assistants. Level 2 Assistants must be directly supervised by either 
the Consultant or a Level 1 Assistant (unless otherwise specified in Annex B, Table 2), via physical 
presence on site. This advice letter must be read in conjunction with the WML-CL33 licence.   
 
The type of technology used to facilitate remote presence should be appropriate to the task. For 
example, it is expected that agreeing locations of fencing and pitfall traps/artificial refuges, and 
checking that these have been installed correctly, will entail the use of video call rather than 
telephone call. Appropriate contingencies should be put in place for technology failure.  
 
Any reference in the licence to the Consultant attending site must still be carried out, via appropriate 
technology, where it is not possible for the Consultant to physically attend the site. Where there are 
references to written records of visits and inspections etc., these records must still be made. It will 
be the Consultant’s responsibility to obtain accurate and up to date information about the site and 
licensed activities and/or methods, as needed to fulfil the licence conditions. This updated advice 
does not alter the responsibilities of the Primary Registered Consultant in respect of record keeping 
and reporting.   
 
In all circumstances, the Licensee and Primary Registered Consultant will be responsible for all 
activities carried out under the licence, including activities carried out by any Assistant. The Primary 
Registered Consultant must be satisfied that any Assistants are sufficiently skilled and experienced 
to act under this licence.  
 
This advice does not alter the requirements of any other licence issued by Natural England. It is 
restricted to WML-CL33 and the specific context and conditions of use of this licence. 
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