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Our responsibility must be to keep options open for the future, to
provide optimal conditions for wildlife, wherever and whenever
we can. (We don’t want everything everywhere but there should
be a somewhere for everything.)

| believe that we should take account of the processes which
deliver the natural variability that is an essential feature of any
ecosystem. As far as possible, we should enable natural processes
to deliver tomorrow’s wilder places.

Monitoring: surveillance undertaken to ensure that formulated
standards are being maintained

Plans must respond to legislation, policies, strategies etc.









Clear and specific objectives

Monitoring with a feedback link to management

Learning is an explicit objective
Management is not delayed by uncertainty

Adaptation
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Management planning should be a continuous cyclical,
iterative and developmental process.
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Objective for Guillemots:

Skomer Island supports a resilient and viable breeding population of
Guillemots.

The population is stable or increasing and its status as a component of the
wider UK population is not declining.

Adult survival and breeding productivity is sufficient to help ensure the long-
term survival of the populations.

The distribution of the population on the island is maintained or increasing.

All the factors which are influencing, or have potential to influence, the
Guillemots or their habitat are under control. In particular, their colonies are
not disturbed by human activities, both on the island and from the sea, and
there are no mammalian land predators on the island.



Performance Indicators (Metrics)
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Monitoring projects

== | Productivity (0.8) 0.82 chicks per pair

Adult survival (85%) 87%

Surveillance projects

Phenology first egg 5 May
first chick 4 June
first fledging 28 June



SKOMER ISLAND
PUFFINS 1988 - 2019
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Base line?




MANX SHEARWATERS

SKOMER POPULATION - ¢350,000 pairs

Thelargest and most important Manx Shearwater breeding colony in the world
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NO GROUND PREDATORS




300 GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULLS
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An example of species adaptive management
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—l— Average number of movements per day
—e— Average No. of tankers on any day

Percentage of days cbserved on which tankers present
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Positions of all the tankers at anchor

in 2013
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Manx Shearwaters are seabirds
living most of their lives at sea

Most will go back to the i 7 o
3 sea on their own... E

...but some need your
help! Release them
back to sea at night.

Look out for seagulls -
they eat shearwaters!
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For over 50 years conservation management on
Skomer has sought, in places, to maintain something
which is representative of a time when agriculture was

in decline.




Should we attempt to
recreate the past?

Which version of
the past, if any,
might we want for
tomorrow?



. The objective for habitats on Skomer: .

To enable the natural development of all the plant
communities, in so far as any change is compatible
with ‘maintaining optimal conditions for the
breeding seabird populations and all other legally
protected features (wildlife and archaeological).






« A sufficient area of sand dune habitat exists to support the full

complement of dependent plant communities and typical dune
species.

« The system consists of a dynamic, shifting mosaic of sand
dune communities where the actual composition and structure
IS governed by natural processes.

» The distribution of plant communities and populations of
typical species are also governed by natural process.



e MIONTEVERDE CLOUD FOREST
COSTA RICA

KIDEPO NATIONAL PARK
UGANDA



FACTORS which influence
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Why were they removed?

3

Can grazing be reintroduced?




Mean no. / ha

60

50
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Introduced ¢ 1180
First record of rabbit ‘farming” 1387

Rabbit harvesting ceased 1954

1995
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1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

Year
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The most important of all features on Skomer, the

seabird populations and particularly the Manx

Shearwaters, have thrived in the presence of
rabbits




Trapping?
Shooting?

Poisons including gas?







Rock sea-spurrey cliff crevice community (MC1
Crithmum maritimum — Spergularia rupicola
maritime rock crevice community)

Orache bird-cliff community (MC6 Atriplex prostrata-
Beta vulgaris ssp.maritima sea-bird cliff community)

Chickweed bird cliff community (MC7 Stellaria
media-Rumex acetosa seabird community)




Sea-pink grassland (MC8
Festuca rubra — Armeria
maritima maritime grassland)

Yorkshire fog cliff grassland
(MC9 Festuca rubra — Holcus
lanatus maritime grassland)

Bluebell cliff grassland (MC12b
Festuca rubra-Hyacinthoides
non-scripta maritime bluebell
community, Armeria maritima
sub-community)
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Skomer
Bracken Distribution
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Bluebell distribution May 2017




Bracken and bluebells 2017
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* A representative network of fixed vegetation quadrats
* Fixed point photography

e Best of all:









Dark green — bracken Pale green — grassland
Spotted green — woodsage Yellow - ragwort







Heath distribution 1969

Heath distribution 1983

Heather distribution 2017
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Legend

B bramble
| bracken October 2017
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- 16,000 pairs of

Manx Shearwaters







When our policy is to enable natural processes (wilding) our
freedom to apply the policy can be severely constrained by
the presence of legally protected species.

Once we commit to a limited intervention option the future
becomes unpredictable, and it is both impossible and
undesirable to set detailed, quantified objectives.

As a generality, surveillance replaces monitoring.

When there are conflicting interests limited monitoring can be
introduced.

There must be a surveillance or monitoring project for all the
factors which influence the feature.



We must see Skomer through Skomer eyes, and we must not be disappointed
when the vegetation does not match something that happens somewhere else on
mainland cliffs, or that happened at some earlier time on Skomer. We will
recognise that the vegetation on Skomer offers something unique and very special.
This is something that should be celebrated, enjoyed, cherished and enabled.

Skomer WILL be managed to become one of tomorrow’s wild places, a future small
wilderness. il —
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Aurora Torres et al. (22 Oct 2018) Measuring rewilding progress. Philosophical
Transactions of the Royal Society B https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2017.0433



https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2017.0433

