
Using Strategic Initiatives to Lever Biodiversity Net Gain

Green Infrastructure as a delivery tool for Biodiversity Gain 

Image:www.worcesternews.co.uk

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiK-M2D2ZbhAhUh3OAKHdI7BRkQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worcestershire.gov.uk%2Fdownload%2Fdownloads%2Fid%2F7342%2Fbow_brook_statement.pdf&psig=AOvVaw0XIa1YIXkBiLQMYR1BBDS5&ust=1553376625666157
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwigpsvO2ZbhAhUk6uAKHTPnAD4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worcestershire.gov.uk%2Fdownload%2Fdownloads%2Fid%2F3774%2Fworcestershire_green_infrastructure_framework_1.pdf&psig=AOvVaw3DuRxDx6NgPWETWzzlqKpt&ust=1553376784351515








Ancient Countryside

A.S.N.W

BAP grasslands

>35% connectivity Traditional Orchard





Source: UK Biodiversity Indicators 2018, DEFRA (available at www.jncc.defra.gov.uk/ukbi)

https://metro.co.uk/2016/03/11/watch-just-how-useful-is-a-chocolate-teapot-5746932/

“England’s collection of wildlife areas 
(both legally protected areas and others) 
does not currently represent a coherent 
and resilient ecological network capable 
of responding to the challenges of 
climate change and other pressures”
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www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/business_daily/10952451.worcester-technology-park-plans-move-forward 





• 40% GI apportionment (16.57 hectares)

• + 38m new watercourse 

• 100% retention: woodland, wet 
grassland, rough grassland and species 
rich hedgerows

• 527m species poor hedgerow needed to 
be removed, to be replaced with new 
(species rich) hedgerow planting

• + 3000m of new hedgerow planting

• + 250 new standard trees

• + 3 hectares of new woodland and shrub 
planting

• + 1.4 hectare marshy grassland created 
alongside stream and flood alleviation 
pond

• 5000m2 of wildflower seeding and native 
bulb planting



www.solar-eye.com/products/bat-hat/



www.lighting.philips.com/main/products/urban-lighting-inspiration/lighting-for-both-nature-and-people
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River Rea, Austin Rover Longbridge. The River Rea is, at last, exposed as it passes through the old Austin Rover Works. Copyright Roy Hughes and licensed for 
reuse under Creative Commons Licence.

The River Rea now exposed as it is about to pass under the Bristol Road South A38. 
Copyright Roy Hughes and licensed for reuse under Creative Commons Licence.







Final thoughts
1. Early engagement: fundamental to success

2. Benefits for biodiversity: needed at every scale 

3. Our landscapes need to be permeable: wildlife for all

‘Biodiversity Net Gain’ encompasses more than biodiversity benefits alone

4. Policies come with resource implications

Effective interventions require evaluation, negotiation, management and monitoring

Image Credit: wattleandash.com/2016/11/09/the-worcestershire-way



CONFIDENCE IN THE SYSTEM
• Net Gain does not mean non-adherence to the Mitigation Hierarchy
• Expert ecological advice is needed at the local level
• Robust accredited system
• A Good Guidance Document is critical

EQUALITY OF STANDARDS
• National Infrastructure Projects should be exemplars
• NERC Act should be strengthened to reflect net gain

MONITORING AND REPORTING
• Local loss, Local delivery
• Integrated National and Local Biodiversity Maps so that local net 

gains can aggregate to national objectives
• Monitoring of implementation and outcomes (net gain)  is essential 



clevine@worcestershire.gov.uk

Thanks for 
your ear
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