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Habitat Descrip
Neutral grassland Unlmproved or semi-impro
mesotrophic grassland on neutral soils (pH 4.5
typically enclosed and either grazed or mown o
combination of both (as in aftermath grazing).
ungrazed, coarse grasslands; upland and lowla
meadows and pastures; flood meadow and floo
pasture (alluvial meadows and water meadows
inundation grassland (including silver meadows
‘ species-poor tussocky and rushy moist grasslan

A n neutral meadows: 0 6%) / permanently moist or even waterlogged grassla

g c. 30% ' where the vegetation is dominated by grasses (
»ED LAND: c. 10% ' than Molinia); and tall and unmanaged grassla
ARD: o M\ W Management

‘l‘llh\\‘ &ROAD I INFRAS TRUCT B Undetermined grassland management - Where

not been possible to distinguish between mowi

grazing or mowing and grazing regimes.
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Figure C4ai. Change in the relative abundance of priority species in the UK, 1970 B |odiversity 2(

to 2015.
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“England’s collection of wildlife areas
(both legally protected areas and others)
does not currently represent a coherent
and resilient ecological network capable
of responding to the challenges of
climate change and other pressures”
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Housing development proposals (including mixed-use schemes) are required
to contribute towards the provision, maintenance, improvement and
connectivity of Green Infrastructure (Gl) as follows (subject to financial

viability®®:)

i. For geerrﬁeld sites exceeding 1ha {gross) - 40% Green Infrastructure
(Gh)

i.. For greenfield sites of less than 1ha but more than 0.2ha {(gross) - 20%
Green Infrastructure (Gl)‘22 :

ili. For brownfield sites — no specific Green Infrastructure (Gl) ﬁgurem'
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Our Local Plan Pre-submission

O ] 6— 2 O 3 consultation

> Wyre Forest District Council Home > Planning and Buildings > Planning Policy > Local Plan Review (2016 - 2036

Local Plan Review (2016 - 2036)

Local Plan Pre-submission publication
Consultations runs 1 November 2018 to 5pm on 17 December 2018.

We are now onto the next stage of the Local Plan Review with a Pre-Submission consultation period, in accordance with Regulation 19 of the
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Requlations 2012.

All representations received will be submitted with the Local Plan to the Planning Inspectorate for examination in public.

The new Local Plan will replace the current Adopted Core Strategy, Site Allocations and Policies Local Plan and Kidderminster Central Area
Action Plan in order to produce a single Local Plan for the district. Piease see the current project plan for the most up to date timetable.

Once adopted, the new Local Plan will shape the future of Wyre Forest District up to 2036. It will identify where housing, retail and
employment fand should be located and the infrastructure required to support this growth, such as new roads, schools and heaith services.
The policies in the plan will be used to help make decisions on planning appiications in the district.

If we don't review and adopt an up-to-date Local Plan, development will still happen in our district, but decisions will be taken in regard to the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) without local people having a say on setting local policies.

Consultation response forms must be received by no later than 5pm on Monday 17 December 2018. The consultation response
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Biodiversity and Geodiversity

Policy 11D - Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity

1.

Full consideration will be given in making planning decisions fo the importance of any
affected habitats and features, taking account of the hierarchy of protected sites:

The Council will expact proposed developments (o dehver measurabie net gams in
biodiversity through the promotion and re-creation o

oetworks and the protection and recove of legally ptoﬁ and pnonty specves

p Yol - 5 tn th e :
Enhancements for widife wﬂ'un the bu)! environment wil be sought where appropniate o

from all scales of development

Where raqured proposals for development must be supported by an approprate level
of up to date technical ecological assessment, demonsirating how ecological features
dentified have nfluenced the design and layout

In these circumstances development should support the conservation, enhancement
and restoration of biodiversity across the Plan Area. Specific prowisions are identfied
below.

Development which is likely to have an adverse impact on the ntegrity of a Special
Area of Conservation (SAC) (induding candidate SACs), Special Protection Area (SPA)
(ncluding candidate SPAs), or other ntemational designations or the favourable

conservation status of European or nationally protected species or habitat will not be 8.

pemitted.

5
<

Development likely to have an adverse effect on nationally important sites mcluding a
Site of Special Scientific Interest {SS5I1) and ireplaceable features including (but not
limited to) ancient woodiand, and ancient or veteran trees wil not be pemmitted, except
whers the public benefits of the development at that site clearly cutweigh the loss or
deterioration of habitat and a suitsble compensation strategy exists.

Development which would compromise the favourabls condition, {or make it less Bkely
that favourable condition can be reached) of a Local Widife Ste (LWS), a Grassiand
Inventory Site (GIS), an important indwidual tree or woodland and species or habitats
of principal mportance recognisad in the Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan, or
listed under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communites Act 2000,
will only be permitted 7 the need for and the public benefis of the proposad development
outweigh the loss.

The ecologeal network of wildlife comdors that Ink the biodwersity arsas detaded
above, inciuding arsas identified for habitat restoration and creation will be protected.

Where the policy requrements of ii and iii and iv have been met full compensatory
provision, to inciude sstablishment (secured through a legal agreement where
appropnate ) commensurate with the ecological value of the site will be required. In the
first instance this should be through on-site mitigation, the details of which should be
agreed with the Local Planning Authority. Off-site mitigation will only be acceptable
where on-site mitigation is shown not to be possible.

Where, having followed the mitigation hierarchy, there i1s an unavoidable requirement
for offsite biodiversity compensation tc offset harm, applicants wil be expectsd to
demonstrate that this will be brought forward at 3 scale and proximity to the proposed
development in keeping with the harm caused. Where pooled off-setting is requred
for multiple sies compensation wil need 1o be proportionally supported n scale and
kind by the project proposer(s).

Proposals for new housing development should ensure that garden boundaries are
permeable to native wildiife (such as small mammals, reptiles and amphibians).

Specific requirements relating to the protection and enhancement of biodiversity and green
infrastructure within the District wil be set out in 3 Green Infrastructure Supplementary
Planning Document (SPD). Development proposals will be expected to comply with this
SDP.

\.-Id'.'—ul-g
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Reasoned Justification

1130 The importance of protecting and enhancing biodiversity occurring outside thess
designated sites is recognised n European and national law and in the NPPF. In particular,
guidance reflects the need to maintain funcnonmg eoohoglcal networks at the landscape scale
toge«her \Mth neplaceabée habiats and biodiversity features which may not necessanly be

= al designation but which may be highly susceptible o
> mulabve eﬁects such as lighting, noise and disturbance. The Councid will therefote exps
= ents to be informed by an understanding of the site within its local ecological context.
P the mappable network of designated and undesignate resano nterdinking
features wthun the landscape, ncluding non-designated and non-pnorty habctats such as road
verges, haedgerows and trees outside woodiand. The relevant ecological network wil draw from
readily accessible evidence sources including, but not limited to, the Worcestershire Green
Infrastructure Framework, Worcestershire's Biodiversity Delvery Areas, the Worcestershire
Habiat Inventory and Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan.

11.31  As well as sites which are protected by designations, there is also the potential through
development to create and enhance other sites. These additonal areas may be smaller 'stepping
stones’ forming part of ‘widlife comidors’ (both blus and green (see Glossary)) which help to
Ink sites into a more comprehensive and resilient ecological network. This approach is embedded
within NPPF paragraphs 170, 171 and 174 which require Local Authorties to create biodversity
or ecological networks.

11.32 Ancient woodland and veteran trees are an smeplaceable and ntrinsic feature of Wyre
Forest's ecological network, their importance is recognised within NPPF paragraph 175(c) and
a strong commitment for their protection is expressed within DEFRA’'s 25 year plan. Due to ther
historical significance, veteran trees are 1o be considered heritage assets (NPPF Section 18).
Natural England guidance on ancient woodiand and veteran trees U9 ctates that mitigation
measures could incdlude leaving an appropnate buffer zone of semi-natural habitat between the
development and the ancient woodland or veteran tree. The actual size of the buffer depends
on the type of the development. the type of woodland and what the likely impact would be, but
as a minimum it should be at least 15 metres.

1133 Where development proposals may affect biodwersity assets, including ancient
woodlands, veleran trees and ther immediate summoundings, the following principles shall be
used to guide the design of development:

« Avoid hafm

* Provde uneguwvocal guidance of need and bensfits of proposed development
* Prowce biodwersity net gan

« Establish likelihood and type of any mpacts

14 Nxurs Englanc guidance - Ancient woodland and yeteran ress: pmiacing fem fom gevelopment
NEpS I wWww Qov. uk/guidanc elancienteood and-and-vateran-tre es-prote cion-surve yT-icence s

# Implement appropriate and adequate mitigation and compsnsation
# Provide adequate buffers

#  Provide adequate evidence to support proposals

1134 Source: The Planners' Manual for Ancient Woodland and Veteran Trees (Woodland
Trust, 2017)

patadiversity metric or similar metric subject to the prior written approval of the Local Planning
Authority. Mitigation strategees must be inﬁ:-n'n.ed h:.' an q:pmpriate lewe |:-f technical stud

1136 The garden boundanses of new housing de ents should be appropriately designed
o ensure there is ecological permeability for wilkdife species such as hedgehogs, nesting birds,
roosting bats, invertebeates ete. This is to ensure the protection and enhancement of existing
wildlife corridors and the provision of new connections across the site. This can be achieved in
new housing developments by ensuring garden boundaries nclude at least a 125mm2 (5 nch2)
holes/gap in garden fences and walls to allow access for wikdiife, such as hedgehogs, frogs and
toads. The wse of hedgehog shelters, nesting boees and bug hotels (e.g. installed on buldings
and fence posts), to provide food and nesting opporunities is encouraged. Developers will be
reguired to prowide an information/welcome pack to new residents regarding the importance of
maintaining wildlife cormidors.

1137  The District Counci will seek to progress a Green Infrastructure Suppéementany Planning
Document (SPD) in order to provide 3 holistic approach to the provision of green nfrastructure
and to miasimise the many benefits that green nfrastructure brings. The SPD will s2t out specific
reguirements for the protection and enhancement of bicdiversity and green infrastructure within
thie District up to 2036,

1138  Wyre Forest Disirict has a range of nationally and locally important sites. The MPPF
provides the comtext for conserving béodiversity and this Local Plan protects the relevant
designated sites through identifying them on the Policies Map. The designated sites are also
set out in the able below. it should be noted that there are no sites within the District which are
designated as being of intematonal importance. Additional sites may be designated durng the
lifetme of the Local Plan.

Table 1 Important sites for Biodiversity

Areas of National
Importance:

Chaddesley Woods MNR and Feckenham Forest 5551 - A large

semi-natural ancentwoodland and species-nich unimproved grassland,

“worcestershire

'county council



http://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/localplanreview

Policy 14 - Strategic Green Infrastructure

A The existing green infrastructurs network will be safeguardzd from inappropriate
development

8. New development will be expected to retain, protect and enhance Green Infrastructure
(Gl) assets by integrating G into developments and contributing positively to the
District’s green nfrastructure network. Housing and employment development proposals
(including mixed use schemes) will be required to contribute towards the provision,
maintenance, improvement and connectivity of GI, directly delivering Gl as follows,
subject to viab#ty requirements desi the NPPF:

I ForGreenfield sites exceeding 1ha (gross) 40% Gl
i For Greenfield sites of less than 1ha but more than 0.2ha (gross}: 20% Gl.

iil. For Brownfield sites: no specific Gl figure,

3. Development which is unable to retain, protect and enhance the ntegrity of the GI
network and its connectivity or ‘stepping-stone’ features will be considered inappropriate.
Within brownﬁeld developments n 5 expecied that key Gl features such as SuDs

: wntmmeudenuﬁedkeystrategacdevelopmentoommmsexpemdm
masterplanning for all major developments will be informed by the Green Infras

andtheWoreeshershneGreenlnfrasﬂudureS\ra&egfspnonﬂes Developetssmid
seek to agree these matters with the Councd in advance of submitting 3 planning
application, Effective management amangements should aiso be clearly set out and
secured. Once planning pemission has been given by the Councd, the associated Gl
will be protected as semi-natural green open space (see also Poficy 208 n respect of
the provision of semi-natural green “open space’).

8. Other than specific site allocations in the development plan, development proposals

that would have a detimental impact on mportant Gl attnbutes within areas wil not

be permited unless:

Reasoned Justification

142 The District has a distinctive environment comprising diverse landscape character areas
including urban areas. There are many green comders within the District which are cumently
fragmented but have the potential to provide 3 comprehensive network of green infrastructurs
(Gl). The District's waterways in particular offer the opportunity 1o ink the urban areas with the
ppen countryside beyond. There are afso some of the County’s most important and distinctive
acidlowland heath communities and the continued protecton and enhancement of thess
important areas needs to be considerad in future development.

143 The green infrastructure network for the District is set out within the Green Infrastructure
Strategy for Wyre Forest Distnct. This Sirategy shows how the District's existing green
infrastructure assets can be batter linked in order to provide greater connectvity for both people
and nature.

144 Worcestershire's Gl Strategy and supporting evidence base seeks to enhancs
iies to link biodiversity with drainage, historic landscape character and improved
accessibility. The Worcestershire Gl Strategy promotes the Gl Concept Plan approach for
strategic sites and seeks to promote collaborative working with developers.

145  The key objective of Green Infrastructure Concept Plans is to establish prnciples for
development which wil identify key Gl assets and opportunties for their protsction and
enhancement in line with their surrounding Environmental Character Area pnonities, local policies
and the broader Worcastershire Gl Framework. Green infrastructure Concept Plans have been
tdeveloped for each of the identified key strategic development corridors within Wyre Forest and
should inform masterplanning exercises of all major developments coming forward within these
torndors. Green Infrastructure Concept Plans have been produced for the following indentified
key strategic development comdors:

1 Kidderminster North GI Concept Plan
¢+ Kidderminster East G Concapt Plan
v Kidderminster and Stourport Urban and Waterfront G| Concept Plan

4% The Council requires developers to have regard to and contribute towarnds theseGresy

Infrastructure Concept Plans for these identified key sirategic development comidors. The
Council has an aspiration for developers to prepare a Gl Concept Plan for all large scale
developments, which would then serve to inform all developrments in that area as they come
fonsard.

147 Gl will need o b= e i i-oevesopments from the cutset. When
determining planning appl::al:u:rns me way in whn:h the proposals contribute to delivering the
Gl network will be of paramount importance.

148 The delivery of the Stour Valley Country Park is 3 bong-standing aspiration for the District.
The completion of the Kidderminster Flood Alleviation Scheme presents the opperfunity to
create a new country park to the Morth of Kidderminster. The creation of a new couniry park




L

w worcestershire
== county council




Worcestershire
Sub-Regional
Green
Infrastructure
Framework

Foxlydiate Site Concept Plan

Draft Version 0.7

P B NS TS BTY SR D WA S O TR P St S 4 A S o A e —" -t
W PTRe Sa a AET 4 Te TS e | e e

Legend

- Main green infrastructure corridors Important features off-site

ar—==
i

Landecere Craoow Arossren Fouldsls Reoses

Secondary green infrastructure linkages Linkages with wider setting
Area of potential historic environment
interest Views in and out

e el

W worcestershirg
-



- 7.85ha

- 91.85ha

+5,139.5m

+2.14ha

+1.92ha

+1.86ha

+16.61ha

+3.22ha

+19.13ha

Public open




With the habitat creation and enhancement measures as outlined in Section 8.5, it is expected that
the Scheme would achieve a ‘net gain’ in biodiversity, as outlined in Table 8.9 below.

Table 8.9. Habitat Loss/Gain for the Scheme

Original Retained New Net Gain/Loss
Habitat Type (m?) (m?) (m?) Total (m?) (m?)

Total woodland/scrub 31549 | 17569 | 13878 | 31447
S| Grassland/tall ruderal 27251 16498 | 3943 20441 -6810

Wetland creation within
Flood Compensation Area 0 0 44910 44910 44910

37998

In addition to the habitat net gain as described above, further biodiversity enhancement measures
such as installation of bird and bat boxes and enhancement of existing habitat for reptiles, would
contribute to this ‘net gain’ for biodiversity.

— O | _ - s ,'

[ﬁ] worcestershire
='countycouncil



https:///
https://youtu.be/wBgqwAWbMO8

4.3 Change in Biodiversity Value

Under the current proposals set out in the Landscape and Ecological Masterplan (June
2018; Figure 2) there will be a positive gain of + 3.47 biodiversity area units and + 0.59
linear biodiversity units as a result of the proposed development. This is shown in Table
15. below,

Table 5. Change in Biodiversity Units Calculation

Post-development Biodiversity Area Bassline Biodiversity Ares Change in Biodiversity
Units Units Area Units

Post-development Biodiversity Baseline Biodiversity Linoear Change in Biodiversity
Units Linear Units

! |
- | 2088 = | +0.59
4
PNz 30N0%3, CUerts rour, R0t 3D, RUDUS TUTCSWS, Samoutus
nigra and Uimus 2p.

1 No. Quercus robur

For more detalis of existing pianting piease refer 1o Worcestershire
2 No. Betuls pubescens y Tree 5 i
2No. Betua pencuia NEW COMPENSATORY PLANTING )

See plan and schedule for proposed speces

Indvidua trees: Totsl No. 53

i &

e Ripartan woodiand mix with wet meadow mix undermpianting: 454 1msg
SRy mix 1 with meadow mix: 1425msq
> Embankment mix 2 with undemianting of meadow mix: 204 imsg
- Yellow area embankment meadow mix: 2200msq
g EM3 meadow mix within southem tranguar srex: 15218msg
EM10 tuzzock grass mixture area: 76157msq
EP1 pond edpe mix: 1838msq
TOTAL AREA: 103404msgq

1 A§

Hedgerow planting: 252 inm
Gapping cf existing hedgerow: 85 In m

Works

—— Hedgerows Mix 3
70 No. Acercampestre 10%
70No. Alnus giusnosa 10%

2No. Benfapendd  yos N Comus sanguines 15%
346 No. Crataegus monogyna S0%
35 No. Euonymus ewrcpaeus 5%
T0No. Saliy caprea 10%

Gapping of with Mix 3

27 No. Acercampesre 10%

27 No. Arus gutinoza 10%

41 No. Comus sanguinea 15%

135 No. Crataegus monogyna  S0%

27 No. Salxcaprea 10%
Flants 10 be pianted wihin gaps or thin areas 3t € per
metre, doubile sthogened 03m ofset and 03m centres

g
1No.

&
[
L]
A
®
=
=
=
=
=
F=
E
—
[ 5%

A

S3No. Comus zanguinea 5% Acer campestre 17.35% 4 NO. Sallx ragiis 10%

e 40% 530 No. Cratsegus monogyns 60% 355 No. Betulapendula 17.35% 48 No. 4 No. Vibumum opulus 10%
it 105 No. Sex aquitciium 0% 209 No. Fex aquitiium 102% :::: e mix with 3 wet meadow mix
a 105 No. Salxcaprea 10% 35S No. Finus syivestis 17.35% . Seeds} - M3 Special genery
It ©  208No. Prunusavium 102% 48 No. Buix capres . 10% BuTIcse meddow —tare - Rate S0630
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40% Gl apportionment (16.57 hectares)

+ 38 m new watercourse

100% retention: woodland, wet
grassland, rough grassland and species
rich hedgerows

527m species poor hedgerow needed to
be removed, to be replaced with new
(species rich) hedgerow planting

+ 3000m of new hedgerow planting
+ 250 new standard trees

+ 3 hectares of new woodland and shrub
planting

+ 1.4 hectare marshy grassland created
alongside stream and flood alleviation
pond

5000m? of wildflower seeding and native
bulb planting
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group 1 (Mvetis sp. + Plecotus sp.)
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Figure 3. Aggregated activity of Myotis/Plecotus species

Reducing the
impact on night
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nocturnal mammals
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Figure 3 — Kidderminster East corridor with indicative delivery approaches for some of the key Green Infrastructure principles outlined
within this concept plan
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buffer incorporating effects including proximityte .. | .- N
Serves OC13, OCS, OCS surface water lighting histarie "M ¥
e )
and ;outhqr:-. extentof  Sonveyance, ponds (SuDS along eorrldoﬁn_ e

braided and OCA, drawing visitor attenuation features), eastern fringe
trails and ‘destination’

against impacts to SS51

More formal POS within

re-used ,v,’ pressurc southwardsand S refer to historic
C away from Hurcott SSSI - farmstead guidance
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Biodiversity 'micro-islands'

Theofab‘ iversi ‘micro-ig| land" is
sinple:mumast i
mld:ietoindsheker

should focys on the north-
South ecologicaj comidor which forms a functional
link from the River Severn {0 Puxton Marsh and the
wider countryside beyond the northern fringes of
Kjdden'ninster. Deveiopmental

Key Opportunities also exist around the Confluence
of the Stoyr and Sevem ang as the watercourses
fraverse urban Stourport and Kidderminster.

There is 3 Presumption that at least one
'biodiversity micro-isjang® will be

for instance Pprovidi Porary refuges
for ofter to Move through the river cormidor.

Micro-isiands do not Necessarily require significant
land-take from, @ developmeng in order to pe
effective, for €xample, in circumstanoes where

il ey
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Not everything that
counts can be counted;
JA\NID;

Not everything that can
be counted, counts.

-Albert Einstein
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The River Rea now exposed as it is about to pass under the Bristol Road South A38.
Copyright Roy Hughes and licensed for reuse under Creative Commons Licence.

= worcestershire
cnunty council

River Rea, Austin Rover Longbridge. The River Rea is, at last, exposed as it passes through the old Austin Rover Works. Copyright Roy Hughes and licensed for
reuse under Creative Commons Licence.
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Final Chouphts

1. Early engagement: fundamental to success

2. Benefits for biodiversity: needed at every scale

3. Our landscapes need to be permeable: wildlife for all

‘Biodiversity Net Gain’ encompasses more than biodiversity benefits alone

4, Policies come with resource implications

Effective interventions require evaluation, negotiation, management and monitoring

|*’5“?ﬂ worcestershire

=='county council
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Net gain
Department .
for Environment Consultation proposals
M RER AT RN TOd Food & Rural Affairs  pucomber 201

Local Government Ecologists

CONFIDENCE IN THE SYSTEM

* Net Gain does not mean non-adherence to the Mitigation Hierarchy
* Expert ecological advice is needed at the local level

* Robust accredited system

* A Good Guidance Document is critical

EQUALITY OF STANDARDS
e National Infrastructure Projects should be exemplars
 NERC Act should be strengthened to reflect net gain

MONITORING AND REPORTING

* Local loss, Local delivery

* Integrated National and Local Biodiversity Maps so that local net
gains can aggregate to national objectives

* Monitoring of implementation and outcomes (net gain) is essential



clevine@worcestershire.gov.uk



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYnrCtruPeAhWLJMAKHUJyCZUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://wildlife.org/bat-survey-conducted-to-protect-species/&psig=AOvVaw3xarG4G6BFn37ZVpIDN9lD&ust=1542816719051958

