
New Procedures making space for 
nature



Environment Section OPW

• Environmental support for Arterial Drainage Maintenance

• Environmental support for Flood relief projects, 200 AFAs.

• Small section only 3 people

• My name is Tony Brew Chartered Engineer Environment Section



Arterial Drainage Maintenance

34 Drainage Schemes
(11,500km)

5 Embankment Schemes

30+ Flood Relief Schemes



Channel • maintenance

Embankment • strengthening



200 AFAs from CFRAM, Flood Relief Functions



Environmental Management Protocols the old 
“Red Book”

• Forward Planning 

• Underpins AA process

• Stakeholder Consultation

• Timing of works

➢ Spawning

➢ Nesting



• EDM

• Lamprey

• Crayfish

• Otter

• Mussels

• Invasives

Standard Operating Procedures



• New Procedures

• Developed with ISO 14001 in mind

• Practical handbook, conduit for 

learning.

• Primarily for drainage maintenance 

but incorporates some flood relief 

aspects.

• Entering into a new era of Flood 

Relief

Overview of new Manual



Maintaining healthy catchments that •

benefit many parties.

Instructions • that help achieve a balanced 

approach to drainage works. 

To • ensure through training knowledge and 

skills machine drivers have the competence 

to carry out their duties in support of good 

environmental management

Overview of new Manual
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• Lack of research in Ireland

• Drawing on UK experience 

would suggest not relevant for 1 

in 100yr events

• Could form part of a multi 

benefit approach in line with 

Integrated Catchment 

Management principles

• Pilot  studies are in progress

• Could form a future procedure 

Natural Flood Management



Scope  What the procedure applies to

Purpose Why the procedure is required

Responsibilities Who the procedure applies to

Related Documentation Further information

Procedure Step by step instructions on how to carry out  the procedure

Procedure



New Systems



New procedures for Invasives



New Invasives Procedures



Floating river veg and Rare Plants Procedure



Silt mitigation procedures



Templemore FRS Silt Mitigation



Lamprey procedures building on older procedures



Summary
• New manual will underpin ISO 14001, will be fully audited

• This will give greater confidence to approval process for Flood Relief

• Greater compliance with environmental legislation

• There will be an overarching approach to all Flood Relief Schemes

• Using systems to make space for nature

• New procedures for Natural Flood Management being considered.


