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The Wildlife Trusts and Living Seas

ÅMarine team since 1996

ÅLiving Seas programme since 2010

ÅWorking nationally...

Åéand locally

ÅLong-term focus on Marine Protected Areas 

(MPAs)



Living Seas

The Wildlife Trusts and Living Seas

ÅLatest strategy sets out our 

approach to:

ïFisheries

ïMPAs

ïOffshore development

ïPollution etc.

ÅIntegrated through Regional 

Sea Plans

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2018-
03/the_wildlife_trusts_marine_strategy.pdf

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2018-03/the_wildlife_trusts_marine_strategy.pdf
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The road to a new network

ÅMarine Protected Areas work!

ÅMaking them work better ïbuilding a network

ÅMarine Conservation Zones ïpast, present and future

ÅManaging fisheries in MPAs

ÅBrexit ïchallenges and opportunities in offshore waters
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Some terminology

ÅMarine Reserves

ïareas where all damaging activities are excludedé

ïéalso known as No Take Zones

ÅMarine Protected Areas (MPA)

ïbroader termé

ïéincludes Marine Reserves and multi-use areas

ÅAll MPAs in the UK are multi-use
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Marine Reserves work

Lester et al.: Biological effects within marine reserves Mar EcolProg Ser 384: 33ς46, 2009
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International criteria for network design
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Ecological Networks
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Species dispersal

Gaines, 2007
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Ecological networks -

size and connectivity

Gaines, 2007
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Resilience: how much of each 

habitat to protect?

JNCC/Natural England (2010) MCZ Project ςEcological Network guidance
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JNCC/Natural England (2010) MCZ Project ςEcological Network guidance

Resilience: how much of each 

habitat to protect?
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Image: Natural England
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Image: Natural England

ÅMarine Conservation Zones (MCZs)

ÅMarine and Coastal Access Act 2008
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A bold experiment

Image: Finding Sanctuary
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