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Irish Waterôs Origins & Responsibilities

| CIEEM Feb 28th 20193



| CIEEM Feb 28th 20194

IW Strategic Plan & Business Plan

Irish Waterôs Water Services Strategic Plan

Å Irelandôs first integrated national plan for the 

delivery of water services

Å 25 year strategy to 2040

Å Identifies strategic national priorities

Irish Waterôs Business Plan

Å Objective of delivering a quality service to 

customers

Å 7 year business plan to 2021

Å Revised on 7 year cycle



Irish Waterôs Vision

ñThrough responsible 

stewardship, efficient 

management and strong 

partnerships, Ireland has a 

world-class water 

infrastructure that ensures 

secure and sustainable 

water services, essential for 

our health, our communities, 

the economy and the 

environmentò
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Ecological Requirements
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Within the Irish Water Biodiversity Policy are specific 
policies which relate to the management of invasive alien 
species such as Japanese knotweed, and include:

ÅWhere Invasive Alien Species are present on sites owned 
or managed by Irish Water, invasive species 
management plans will be developed and implemented in 
accordance with the relevant environmental legislation; 
and

ÅAll Contractors carrying out works on behalf of Irish Water 
will ensure that Invasive Alien Species are not transferred 
through contaminated materials and equipment.
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Irish Water Biodiversity Policyé



ÅEuropean Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 

Regulations 2011 (SI 477). 

ïArticles 49 and 50 

ïSchedule 3: Invasive Species

ÅUnder Article 49 and 50 of these Regulations it is an 

offence to;

ïPlant, disperse, allow dispersal or cause the 

spread of an alien invasive species,
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Legal obligationsé



ÅThird Schedule ïInvasive species

ïE.g. Japanese knotweed, Himalayan balsam, 

Himalayan knotweed, Giant hogweed, etc.
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Birds and Habitats Regulations (2011)



Distributioné..
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Japanese Knotweed Himalayan Balsam Giant Hogweed 



ñThe site is a challenge. 

We have identified 

unexploded wartime 

bombs and Japanese 

knotweedé.the bombs 

we can deal withò

Head of London Development 

Agency on the subject of the 2012 

Olympic site



Chemical Treatment

ÅFoliar applications

ÅStem injection

ÅCutting and injection

Physical and Chemical Treatment

ÅDisturb and Herbicide treatment

ÅExcavation and Burial

ÅExcavation and Root Barrier Cell 

Method

ÅExcavation and Bund Method

ÅExcavation and Removal from 

Site - least favourable option 

owing to the high costs involved
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Japanese Knotweed Management Options



ÅGlenties / Dungloe WWTP

ïJapanese knotweed & road networks

ÅCallow Hill, Vartry

ïJapanese knotweed & treated water

ÅCrayfish Plague

ïBiosecurity Protocol for Aquatic Sampling
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Invasive Species Case Studies
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Irish Waterôs ExperienceéDungloe
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Dungloe / Glenties WwTP Upgrade ï

Japanese knotweed Experience


