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Challenges
• Perception that what many ecologists do is protected species and 

protected sites. Not seen as 'greenspace professionals'?

• We need to get the message across that Ecologists are vital if we 

are to meet the challenges of the future:

– Protecting and conserving what we have, of course.

– Creating better, healthier urban spaces (novel ecosystems & sustainable plant 

communities that work for wildlife and people).

– Managing our rural and agricultural landscapes better, upstream thinking, natural 

flood management.

• Use ecological knowledge to understand how ecosystems work and 

use that to recover ecosystem conditions that maintain their 

structure and function.  Ecologists need to get creative.

• Ecologist as engineer, architect, designer. Design, create and 

manage ecosystems. 
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Objectives
• Assist and encourage CIEEM’s members 

to make a major contribution to achieving 

a step change in wildlife conservation.

• Provide a focal point to develop and 

exchange ideas & knowledge.

• Share & promote good practice.

• Contribute to the policy dialogue.

• Influence research agendas towards what 

practitioners need.
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How will this happen?
• CPD & Competencies

• Events & conferences

– Working with the Regions

– National conference in 2018

• Guidance for practitioners?

• Contribute to the evidence base?

• Part of CIEEM’s engagement with other 

professions, GIP, BES, etc.

• What are your ideas?



Ecosystem 

degradation 

model (from SER 

International 

Standards, 2016)
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Conceptual models
(from SERAustralian

National Standards, 2016)
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Novel ecosystems

From Hobbs, Higgs & Hall – Novel Ecosystems, 2013

Hierarchy of restoration 

objectives:

• Vegetation structure

• Taxonomic diversity 

(species richness)

• Functional Diversity

• Functional traits

• Community composition 

(by NVC??)

Expand our concept of 

community to include 

human components.
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Workshop topics

What are the priorities – knowledge, 

evidence, practice, policy – for:

1. Restoration of degraded and damaged 

ecosystems

2. Rehabilitation or transformation of 

ecosystems subject to land use change

3. Habitat creation & novel ecosystems

4. Habitat & species translocations & 

reintroduction
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