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Land Use 
England* Wales# Total 

extent % cover extent % cover extent % cover 

Arable and Horticulture  2350 35.6 135 10.3 2485 31.4 

Improved Grassland 2200 33.3 655 50.2 2855 36.1 

Broadleaved, mixed and 

yew woodland 
450 6.8 135 10.3 585 7.4 

Coniferous woodland 30 0.5 12 0.9 42 0.5 

Neutral Grassland 200 3.0 20 1.5 220 2.8 

Fen, Marsh and Swamp 20 0.3 25 1.9 45 0.6 

Urban & suburban 650 9.8 100 7.7 750 9.5 

Total floodplain 6600  1305  7905  

 





Ecosystem 

services 

provided by 

floodplains

Description of environmental or 

social goods and services
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Food Agriculture; crop and livestock production + + +

Fibre Timber production, reeds & osiers + + +

Climate 

Regulation Carbon sequestration and storage - + + + +

Pollination Habitat for pollinating insects + + +

Water quality Sediment trapping - + + + + +

Natural Hazard 

Regulation

Flood storage
+ + + + +

Biodiversity Species-rich habitats – high diversity and 

rare species

+ + +

Nutrient cycling Nutrient Management - + +

Soil formation Soil development + + +

Cultural history Strong ‘sense of place’ and social history + + +

Aesthetic Enhancement of the landscape, intrinsic 

appeal

+ + +

Recreation Enjoyment of the outdoors + + + + + +
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