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Who we are



Beavers 

• Two species of beaver:
➢ Eurasian Beaver Castor fiber
➢ North American Beaver Castor canadensis

• Eurasian beaver is native to Britain (no record of beavers 
in Ireland).

• Lots of historic beaver evidence in Britain.

Probable distribution of 

European beaver in 

Europe (outwith Russia) 

after the last Ice Age

(Halley, D & Rosell, F. -

2002)



Beavers in Britain 

“The Teify, of all the rivers in Wales and those in England south

of the Humber, is the only river where you can find beavers. In

Scotland, or so they tell me, there is again only one stream

where beavers live, and even there they are exceedingly rare.”

Journey Through Wales, Gerald Cambrensis

1188 AD

Beverley, Yorkshire

Afanc

Coles, B. (2006).





• Pelt (very dense and warm, also for waterproof hats)
• Meat (especially during lent)
• Teeth & claws for jewellery
• Castoreum (general remedy)





Present day distribution

(Campbell-Palmer et al. 2016. Updated 

from Halley, Rosell and Saveliev 2012)



Welsh Beaver Project 



Why reintroduce beavers?

• Legal: Article 22 of the EC ‘Habitats Directive’.

• Biodiversity: a ‘keystone species’ in the ecology of 
riparian woodlands and wetlands.





Why reintroduce beavers?

• Legal: Article 22 of the EC ‘Habitats Directive’.

• Biodiversity: a ‘keystone species’ in the ecology of 
riparian woodlands and wetlands.

• Environmental benefits: water quality & flow 
management.

• Socio-economic benefits: public interest, education, 
wildlife tourism.



Feasibility Studies



Reports produced



Six catchments initially selected





Management Tool



Management Tool



Beaver Management



Next Steps

• We are working on a licence application for a managed 
reintroduction to a small catchment in Wales.

• Licence to be submitted to Natural Resources Wales.

• If successful, the reintroduction will be monitored over 
five years.

• We will continue to raise awareness of beavers and their 
benefits.



Follow us on Social Media @beaverafanc

www.welshbeaverproject.org



One Day….



Thank you!
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