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The Green Infrastructure
Action Plan for Pollinators in SE Wales

• Welsh Government’s Nature Fund

• Part of the larger ‘Pollinators for Life’ project

• Seeks to address the decline of pollinators 
throughout the study area and UK
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A delivery mechanism 

• Action Plan for Pollinators in Wales (July 2013)

• Welsh Government Bee Friendly Initiative  

• Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015

• Environment (Wales) Act 2016

• Monmouthshire Pollinator Policy (January 2014)

• Wales Nature Recovery Plan (December 2015) 

• Southeast Wales Uplands Natural Resource Management Plan
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Why Manage for Pollinators?

• Pollination by bees worth £430 
million per year to British 
agricultural production

• Horticultural business, fruit and 
vegetable production, 
allotments and gardens

• Pollinate many flowering plant 
species = long term 
maintenance of habitats

• Intrinsic value of wildlife to 
people, and part of our natural 
heritage
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Collaborative Working

• Recognises the importance of the urban 
environment for pollinators

• Integration of landscape science, design 
and management 

• Landscape design with ecological principles

• Promotes landscape-scale thinking

• Provides value to pollinators throughout 
the year

• Applicable to all sites irrespective of 
ownership or size

• Encourages cost savings and efficiencies 
through cross sector/border working

• Empowers communities to take ownership 
of their local green spaces
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The Action Plan
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Tools

Case Studies
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SCORE VALUE FOR POLLINATORS

0-3 Poor value for pollinators, high potential for improvements

4-7 Moderate value for pollinators, room for some improvement

8-12 Good value for pollinators

Geographic Information 
System (GIS)

Pollinator Evaluation and 
Grading System (PEGS)

Offices | LA/social housing 
partnership | Historic |
Education

Guidance booklets
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Identify a site
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Confirm land ownership
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Identify green infrastructure type
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Identify land classification
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Identify site characteristics and constraints

• Designations –
Scheduled Ancient 
Monument

• Elevation -
low altitude 

• Temperature –
warm

• Rainfall –
moderate

• Slope –
predominantly flat

• Soil fertility –
low fertility  soils

• Connectivity -
opportunities to build 
and enhance 
connectivity with 
surrounding areas
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Assess existing resource

Phase 1 habitat survey
indicates the area is mostly
of low value for pollinators

There is considerable
potential to improve the
site for pollinators

PEGS can also be used
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Consult the relevant Green Infrastructure Action Plan

18 action plans:
• Roadside verges
• Public parks and gardens
• Outdoor sports facilities
• Car parks, office grounds 

etc.
• Historic sites
• Civic spaces
• Housing green space
• School grounds
• Managed gardens, care 

homes etc.
• Other amenity green space
• Allotments and community 

gardens 
• Churchyards and 

cemeteries
• Water margins
• Derelict land and 

demolition sites
• Provision for children and 

young people
• Cycle routes and other non-

motorised route ways
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Consult the relevant Green Infrastructure Action Plan
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Consult the Land Classification Matrix
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Select actions from the Management Actions Toolkit

8 categories of management actions
35 management actions



Evaluation: total score

0-3 Poor

4-7 Moderate

8-12 Good

Pollinator Evaluation and
Grading System (PEGS)



Feature Score

Habitat 0

Adjacent habitat 1

Vegetation structure 0

% cover flowers 0

No. flower colours 0

Clover 0

Total 1

Feature Score

Habitat 0

Adjacent habitat 1

Vegetation structure 2

% cover flowers 1

No. flower colours 0

Clover 0

Total 5

Feature Score

Habitat 2

Adjacent habitat 2

Vegetation structure 2

% cover flowers 2

No. flower colours 2

Clover 0

Total 10
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Identify green infrastructure type

Feature Score

Habitat 0

Adjacent habitat 1

Vegetation structure 0

% cover flowers 0

No. flower colours 0

Clover 1

Total 2 (poor)



Case Studies

Historic Sites

Green 
Infrastructure 

Action Plan

School 
Grounds

Other 
Amenity 

Green Space

PEGS

Car Parks, 
Office 

Grounds etc.

GIS Database
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Guidance booklets
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Pollinators in Action



Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Council

Ebbw Vale former steel works site

Sirhowy Community Orchard 
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Caerphilly County
Borough Council

Pollinator Friendly Formal Parks
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Torfaen County Borough
Council

Wildlife corridors
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Monmouthshire County
Council

Site management rationale
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Allotments

River Usk

Existing  
closely 
mown banks
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Monmouthshire County
Council

Exemplar site for pollinators and

‘Nature isn’t Neat’ 



Legacy

• Reverse decline in pollinator provision

• Development of multi-functional 
spaces

• Promotion of health and wellbeing

• Support for greater ecosystem 
resilience

• Cross-border working and 
collaboration

• Community engagement and 
outreach

• Partnerships with schools delivering 
education programmes

• Rationale for pollinator friendly 
landscape design

Green Infrastructure Action Plan for Pollinators in SE Wales


