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Classifying, ng names to things, is a starte ' near everrc&ewtyic’ fic discipline and British ecologists made an excellent start in
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This was a period when the cla&rg‘icaﬂm gfveje{wfwnﬂowmd n continental Euvope mdﬁmz: to Britain made b}/ BVW—BWMW others,
provided some tfwﬁr%w&zmﬁhowowwje{w‘wn ﬁéfedtothebrmderEwopemmheW. With the publication in 79520/’51‘;/1};0/149 Zﬁmwefe%c/wf—
ten é)/ Braun-Blanguet and Tiixen matters pevhaps reached their lowest et?. W&wkkWemwmfgoﬁvtheﬁmtwmszdtypef #Bwﬁ'r/h
and Irish vegetation, not least our much loved MGS meadows.
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Ca/é*omfemm Léwwstmﬁmmnd stte in Wales. It is perhaps not surprisi, tha,taﬁerjmdfmnﬁ with First Class Honowrs in Bo’fm}/ﬂam Leeds
University he went on to do his PLD research on limestone vegetation the tutelage a]’f Joyce Lamdbert at Southampton University.
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organisations. A community of specialists with a thovough understanding of our vegetation has grown up around him. In this he differs from maost other
urdversity teachers (John joined. the faculty at Lancaster University in 1991 and was made Professor of Plant Ecology in 1997), for his teaching has gone
well bgymd the mﬁw Wﬁmduate lecture theatre. No academic ecoiojtxs‘l-ka/r eﬂfy 0 Me&é/m reﬁw[a/é/ with mjm practitioners. He
ha/rérauzg%/m ' ,W%WWW@/W@WW@&WWWWMM who have come in contact with him.
Johw's vesearch activities did not however end with the publication of the NVC and in 1991, he set up the Unit of Vegetation Science at Lancaster University.
FromWﬁrwwdwmwmmdtmtwmbeu&edb}/thepmdewtmdmmﬁevofveﬁeﬁﬁon.AtWW]o%makobroaMthe
jevjmf%w'cal range zyfﬁm activities. As an active partner in the European Vegetations fWVE}/WEWOPeM Vegetation Map Project he has hetped to ﬁrjea
éeﬂefmemfand%(ﬂ o]'waopem Vegetation. He has been an advisor to the European EWonmthﬁWWoﬁwrmﬁomléoM&ntﬁwEu. tHis reach
has even extended to collabovations in Russia and Albania. However, John has srmw)mdmzmﬁ routed in his home patch, and the sustained
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More vecently John has returned to his roots as it were, to ve-examine with typical thoughtfulness the landscape of his ancestral South Yorkshire from the
' view of ecology, ; ,zdemuy' ty and faith.
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teach, research, pubtish, Wm and Lnspire us - may he do so!
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